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June 12, 1850. 

Hon. A, P. BUTLER nddrcsscd the. Srnntc 
es foUowB: 

Mr. President: The occasion mid the f<)il>j?;ft 
upon which 1 nm uliout lo addrcBS tli(! Sufiaic 
of the United Slates, at this lime, have been 
brought about by events over which 1 have had 
no control, and could have had none—eyenis 
which hnve grown out of tho comtiif/ncemftnt of 
a controv'irsy for which the Senator frotVi Maa- 
eachusetts (not now in his scat) [Mr. SuMMcn] 
ehould be held exchjoiveiy responsible to Jiis 
fflountry and his God. He has deli vered a speech 
#Ktt £»iost 52ctrfi,G!'din!iry thftt h^s ever hfiti uttor- 
aiicft in anv deliberative body recognizing -the 
sanctions or law and decency. When it w<as de- 
livered 1 wtys not here; and if I had been present, 
what I ehould liave done it would be pcifcctly 
idle for me now to say, because no one can sub- 
dilute the deliberations of a. Rubsequcnt period 
for such as might have influenced, him at another 
lime and under difFertnt circuiinstances. My 
iniprep.sion now is that, if I had been present, I 
uhould have asked the Senator, before he finished 
some of the paragraphs perwonally appUcabie to 
tnyself, to pause; andif he had gone on, I woiild 
have, demanded of him, the next morning, that he 
«bou1d revieV that speech, and retract or modify 
i\f so as to bring it within the sphere of parlia- 
m«atary propyiety. If hf; had refused this, wlini 
I would hare done I cannot say; yet I can say 
lhat 1 T('Ould not have ftubmitted Ui it. Dutwhat 
mode of redress I should have resorted to, I can- 
not tell. 

I wish I had been here. I would have at least 
98eumed,as i ougiit te have done on my rcspons- 
ibility aa a Senator, and on my responsjbihtyaa 
a repreaeatative of South Carolina, a!! the con- 
mqueuccs, let them lead where they might; but 
instead of that, the speech has involved uia own 
Aiehds, and hio own colleague. It has involved 
jay friends, ,It has involved one of them to such 
jUi extent that, atjtlas time, he haa been obliged 
to pat hij^.CcVtune %nd hia lil^ ai stake. Aad«&ir, 



if ihfi conw.queiicea which aw; likely to flow from 
ilmt epocch iici'i'aflcr ahnli end in blood o;hJ vio- 
lence, Umt fJeiuiior should be proj>ared to repeat 
ill Bdi'ltcloth find (\fiiics. 

Now, I pronounwT n jlldgnl^ent on that speJch 
v.'liich will be adopted by the pubjii. I am as " 
certain an 1 nm speakin"; that it \a now condemned 
by the public mind, and by poHlcrily it will bo 
consigned to .infamy, for tVie mipchievous conse- 
quences whicii have flowe9 from it already, and 
such as are likely, yet to disturb tho peace *iand 
repose of the coumry. • 

1 said nothing, Mr. Presidont, at any period of 
my life — much less did I say anything in th« 
course of tlie deb£.t6 to which the Sei^ator frosi 
Massachusetts purports to have made a reply- 
that could have called for, much less have juati? 
lied, the ,gross personal abuse, traduction', tinti 
calumny,, to which be has resorted. 

When I was ty, my little farm, enjoying tnysolf 
ciuictly, and as t thought had taken refuge from 
the strifes and contentions of^the Senate, o,nd of 
nolitics, a message was brought to m« that taf 
Kinsman had been involvjed'ia & diffi^liy m my 
account, U was so vagniejthatl did not kaov 
how to account for it. I was farTrom tujy teW- 
grnphic communication. I did riot «vait five iBjnh 
utcs before I lefjt, home to put tnyself within 4h«^ 
reach of such information — and garbled even thftt 
was— as., was tcceasiblo. I traveled four days 
continuously to Washington; and when I arrived 
I found the very subject under diefcussion which 
had given me bo much anxiety; and it has bocn 
a source of the deen^at concern to my feciiogs 
ever since I heard of it, on many accouBt8-".9a 
account of my country, and on account of tjb» 
honor and the safety of my kinaraan.. When I 
arrived here, I found the subject under discuasioa. 
I wont^to the Senate worn down by travel; and I 
then gave notice Jlhat, when the resolutiona frost 
Massachusetts sliouldbc presented, I wouldspoak 
to them, as coming from a Cojamonwealth wiiose 
history, and whose leseonis of history, ha4 in- 
spired' ma with thti very highest itdmiratioii^ I 
woii\d speak to them from a respect to a C«Wi- 



iwonwoalth , \vh ilst, perhaps; the Senator wlio had 
been the cause oi ifiou- iniroJuction ou*ht not to 
deserve my notice, and would not have received it, 

Well, sir, days passed, and those rysoltuiona 
were not ptesonted. Ku'W, they have been pn;- 
■ eonted.anifl pieuontcdrnTt difFerer^t way from any 
that I have ever liiiowh to be subrrnttcd'from any 
Corairionwealth before. They were not presented 
by one of its Senators, but were sent directly to 
thc^'Presideni of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the Houfee of? Representatives. l Avaited.for some 
time vi'itl\ thc ej^pectatioiithat, when these resolu- 
tions sliould coine, I would acquit myself of the 
painful task which circumstances had devolved 
upoH me. They did not coine until yesterday — 
more than two weeica after their adoption. « 

In the mean time — on Monday last — I gave 
notice that I wquld address the Senate to-«ay, 
Wiidoi' the confident belief, not that the present 
Senator [Mr. WrLsoN] would be -here — because I 
have nothirg to do with him — but that thtf Sen- 
ator who has been the aggressor, the criminal 
Rge^ressor, in this matter, would t ;. present; and 
if i give credence to the tcstirnouy of Dr. Boyle, 
I sec no reason why he should not be present. 
For anything that appears in that testimony,, if 
fac i^ad been an office^ of the Arniy^ and had hot 
appeared the next cay on the battle-lieldj lie 
would have deserved to be caahicred. 

.1 In proceccjing with his preliiainary vcmarlcs, 
he oxpresses his surprise that t!ie Senator from 
Massachusetts sjioiild have aimed his assaults at 
hira [Mr.' lt?uTl.En] individiially and at South 
Carclim, aoi conunues: ' 

^ow, sir,-! proceed to itiakc my' points; and I 
ehall ."jhow thai what the Senator said of rtiyself, 
and alouih vurojiiui, wan aoi Iii vcoponco to any- 
thing which I aai^;' that he has gone outside the 
rocdrd to bring into the debate matter^ which did 
ijot legitimately belong to it by association or 
xjdrincction . 

1 I will maintain these three propositions so 
certainly that, in my opinion, thdre will not be 
one mind here, urtlcss it be disposed to mor- 
tally perjure itself, which will not acquiesce in 
them.' t will show thai hia remarks upon me 
ttid South Carolina were untrue and unjust; the 
"iaiiguagd used was licentious; tho spirit which 
■Jjfompted it was nggre&sive; and tiio whole tenor 
,'tmd tpn^ of the speech wafi malignant andiaauU- 

" in no apfeech wliiclv 1 hare irtadc during this 
ues'sio^n did I name Massachusetts or South 
Garohna. This id a most remarkable jlhing con- 
sidering, the nature of the dobatei I have 'iulled 
what I' Said, 'and have not introduced South 
-'Ctirolinii by name into the debate, nor have I 
'brought in' Massachusetts. Yet, sir, this Senator 
alludes to me in two paragraphs. I should like 
tsi know- why he did not finish my picture in one 
^3k<^tch''oa the first day, when he spoke of me as 
;b«itigi*" SJoa QjUixote in love with slavery as a 
itnidlresS, bfecauae she was a harlot." 1^ dislike 
ta rtpcat'th'fj obscenity of his ilhtsttation. When 
He had mo vuideir review theni why did ho lidi 
'fiAtsh iDfi<i in thntgenertil sketch? He took another 
-night; and during that night the chaotic concep- 
•tton«*>ithi!r emanated from "his own miVid or were 
i|C(gg^cdtod to it by those busy pco|)te ^!djQ^sccm 



40 have control ovfcr hijn; and then it was that ho 
made this celebrated attack on im;, af sailing my 
reputation as a gentleman of veracity: 

" With regret, t comongain upon tliuSonatsr from SontlJ 
CaroUiia, [Mr. 1Uite.e«,J who, omnipresent iis thid tlebata,' 
ovcrflev.'ctl with i-.ge nt tiiu simple sUs^gestion iluu K^roaa 
.tiail i'p|ili(!(l (or iu)misRioii aa tb-^uite; and, with iiicnlier^*- 
plira-^cs, (liwliiirjiud tlie loose expectoration of liis speech^ 
HOW iipo!) her reprnscntaiive, and then upon her peoplei. 
Thure was no extravagance of tlie ancient parliuinentarjr 
(Jebnte whictr he ijid .not repeal ; not was thsre any possiblo 
(Inviiiiiori from the- truth wliich lie did not make, with so 
ijiUcUof piisBi0is, I am glad to add, as to save m.n from lbs 
suspicion of intentional ahcnation. ISuttlie Senator touche* 
nothing whieli he does not disfigure— with error, sometimcg 
of nrincipl(!, somerimes of fact. Ho shows nh incapacity 
of accuracy , wl<(!thcr in stating ilie Constitution or in statuig 
tho law, vvh(!iherin the detailsof statititics or tho diversiona 
of scholavrihip. lie cannot ope hiti mouth, but out there 
flies n bhmder. Surely he ought to be faniitiar with-the life 
of Franklin ; and yet he' referred to this household {Jharac- 
ter, v;hilc acting- as agent of our fathers in-Enf^Iand, as 
above suspicion; aiidthis was donothnt he might give polnS 
to a false contrast with the agent of Kansas— not knowing 
that, however they may differ in genius and fame, in thii 
experience they are alike : that Fnmklin, when intruBted 
with the petition of Massachusetts Bay, was assaulted by j 
foul-mouthed speaker, where he could nol-be heard ia ue» 
tense, and ilcnounced as a ' thief,' even as the ngeat of 
Kansas has been nssaulted'on this ilaor, and denounced ati 
a'forgor.' And let not the vanity of Uic Senator be in- 
spired by the parallel with tiie British statcSnwn o*" that 
day ; for it u only in hostility to freedom tliat any poiallel 
can be recpgnizeil. ■ 

" But it is agahist tiie people of Kansas that th? sensibil- 
ities of the' ISeniitor are particularly aroused. Coming, uu 
he'aunouuees, .' from a State'— ay, sir, from South Carolina 
— h^ tufiia with lordly disgust from this ncwly-fcrined com- 
munity, which he will not recognize even' as 'a body- 
politic.' Pray, sir, by xvhat title does lie in^iulge in thia 
egotism Has he read tlie history of ' the State' which ha' 
represents? lie cni)not surely have forgotten its shameful 
.imbecility from Slavery, confessed throughout :ho Itevolu- 
tion, followed by its more shameful ass.iimptions for Slavery' 
^inco. Uc cannot have forgotten ita wretcltc<l porjisienca 
in the slave trade us the very apple of its eyo, and the con- 
dilion of ita participation in the tTn.ion. lie cannot havo 
foitiottCi it.-.ooihilitutibn/.vhi^'hirirorinhliciin OTiH'in nRme. ■ 
cmmrminii jiowrr in the hands oi ths;" few, and foimdingtii" 
qualilicaiions of its legis^Iators on ■ a settled freehold estate 
nni| ten negroes.' And yet the Senator, to whom that 
' State' haa in part committed the guardianship of its good 
name, instead of niovihg, with backward treading stisps, 
to cover ita nakedness, rushes forward, in the very ecstasy 
of madness, to eiposo it by provoking a' comparison wUn 
Kansas!"" 

He charges the Senator from MpasachucettB 
with garbling, misquoting, and misconstruing the 
constitution of South Carolina; defends tho 
Slate and her revolutionary history from tho 
aspersions of Mp. SifMNER, and proceeds: 

But, sir, the Senator undertakes to saythal> 
because I have advocated here the constitutional 
rights of tho South and the equality of these 
States, I subjected myself to an iniiliutotioh whieh 
I shall not read myself. It beai'a his own hhndi- 
woik. Mr. Secretary, I beg your pardon f(jV 
asking you to read such a thing aa this, but it ji^ 
your' diity, not mine. 

The Secretary read the following extract from 
Mr. StMNfeR-^ speech of May 19: 

" But, bcfofo CTitering upon tho argumenti T rnust uajr 
somctliing af n general character, particulaTly in. reApOQUff 
to-.what ' has fallen from Senators/ who have rahisd thera- 
selyes lo.omincnce on thia floor in clmmpfrinship of human 
wrongs; 1 mean the Senator from South CaroJiria, [Mr: 
Btni.EK,] iind tiio Stnator fVom lilinois, [Mr. DotJotiA*,] 
who, though Qiiiike an Don Uuixotc and Bancho I'atiea, 
vf-t, like ttiis couple, sally forth tbgetlier in ihe.satnc ad- 
venture." t regret niueh to miss the eider Senator fl'om bin 
seat;, blit the cmjse, r.gainst which he has ran a tilt, with 
4ueU ociivity ui uuUudsity, d nawia tiiat the 9i!ptitt!>ai;7 «>f 



espo?ing liim nboulil not be lost; and t^is I'or.^tio canst? 
lliat 1 speak; Tho Scnatpr fron* Soiitli CaroJiji'x !(m fcijd 
Biany boukb of cUivalry, and believes HimseU' u uliivatrcus 
knight, with senUtnciita of Imnor attd counigu. Of eourse 
he Uaa cliosona mistress to whom lie'li^s in^de his yoyv?, 
,anU wlisi, tUouGti ugly to.oUieiSj is piwaj-a Jovcly. so ; 
though ■pollmeil in tlicslBlit of tlic world, is elitiste in liis 
sight— rinieau the ,hiirlot Slavery. For ).ier, Jiis ipiigne is i 
ohvays profuse in wurds.' Let hcribe impeached in ciiar- 
aQtei:, oj any ntqpogitioii made to, sliut her out frous tii<! ex- 
tensi^oc of her waritonncss, and no extravagance of inoonflii" 
or hardihobij of assurtioji is thoh too great fortius Sonatpr- 
Tiie frenzy of Don Quixote, in hclialf of his v/snclt Du!- 
ciiiua d^l' 'f oboso, is all surpnssed. The nssertcd j-ights of 
Slavery, wUioh shock criuaiity of all fcinjls, are -^Joalted by 
a fantastic claim of equality. If jhfl iiiave States cannat 
ciijoy what, in mockery .of tin? great futl(ers of the Rejiublitr, 
•he hiitifianiea equality under tlio Constitution— In oilicir 
worda, tiie full power in the NationtU. Territoriea to compel 
fellow-men to uiipaid toil, to separate tiusband and wiJi;, 
ond to Ecil little chil,drcn at the auction blocfc— then, aii-, 
the cliivairic Sena'.or will conduct thp 8tnte of t-outh Car- 
olina out of tiie Union! Heroicktiight! Esalted Senator-! 
A eecoiid.BloMa eoino for a second wodits! 

"JJut.notcontent witli thia poor incnncej which wehave 
been, twice tnjd w'l.-? » nio;isured,' the Si3natorj in the unre- 
strained chiviUry of liisiiature, lias undftrtaKCfi to apply 
oppj-ohriOuu worilj to those who differ from him 0n: this 
^ficor.; jlle calls them: ^ sectional , anil fanatical ;' and oppo- 
vSition' to the Usurpation in Kansas, he denouncca ijis ' a<! 
,uncq!c^^lati^1S fafaaficisiiv.' To ba sure, tliese charges lack 
all grace of originality, lind nil Kentimeut'of truth'; but the 
adventiirotfa Senator does- not hesitate. He is tin; uncom- 
.nronii,4iig, ,nii|)Iiisliing:,h!presentative on this Woof of a 
Jlagrm»t .icci(»,»a.'tsm, , which now domineers over the Itepub- 
Uc, and yet,wiili a lutllcroua ignorapce of his own position 
— unable irt See hiiiisclf as others see him— or with an 
effrontery wliicti even his white head ought not to prpicct 
fromi rebuke, lianpplies to thope here ivJ:o*e?ist his.ssf/ion- 
8/isin.^hc very epithet which dnsiRnateiS hinir-elf, Tiie men 
who strive to bring back the Government to its original 
policy, wlicn Frecdoin and nbt Slavcry was national vvhile 
, Slavery 1 and not Freedom was Factional, hl> arraigns (is 
Btctianal. This xvill not. do. It itivolvea too great n per- 
version of terriis. i tell that Senator, tlint it. is to himself, 
diid to the ' organizhtion' of w)iich he is the ' coin/mittdu 
'advocate,' tlmt thfa npithet belongs. I 'novvYasteti itupon 
them. ' For myself, 1 ciue little (or names ; but sinco the 
ouefJtion has heori rniport here, J tifflfi Hip? t'le ""ni'hiicT? I 
party of the Union is in j\o jast setirS seqtioiml, uui, fiiore 
than aiiy othcf party, »iat(07saJ; and thaVit iioW igoea forth 
to dii^lhilge fMiv the high places of the (liovcrnment the 
fyraonleal sectionalism of which tlte Senator from Soifth 
, Carolina is one of tlio .maddest zealots." , 

: > Mr.^ BUTJjER. Now, Mr. Prefstjdent, ho-w nny 
.vHian, who hjia not, beenj excltided.fVom society, 
•.couW .usft snjch .an, illustration 'on this floor, I 
ikrtownot4ifl do not see how any man could 
.obtain the consent ef his own. conscience to' risa 
initlic;|>iiese,hcR of. a gallery of ladie^and give to- 
9lM>?i;y the; peraoaificaUon of a 'Vmistr(?gs,*'and 
.say tiiatl loved hor because she waaa harlot." 
1 1 beg pardon for r^^epting iU .What in the nanne 
• of justice and dccODcy could have ever led that 
■man to tTse such Innsufts* ? Th^'^ '? .t^- i?ingil«g9 
of Cleon., It is a soiobwh^t r^markal^Ie tlni?g, 
, tht^t in the spjeech whichs I d.qlit^ered hcri^ in reply 
,- So the SeoiUOP frotn W<^'w Ilampshiri;, l used the' 
. ■v^ord <' slasreify" but in one parjigraphi and that 
was in reepotiso to 51 remai-lij of hia spefiking of 
.tjlhe Supreme Court as, the cUadel of slavery;, I 
rebukpd him., I saidj wpuld rather regard th$jt 
' cpupt 08 tlio defender oi' aa the promontory of^he 
..Opnstitution; and^ that he was at^ too grea;i,.a 
<li8tftnc« ever to rieach iij by any aj-row which, he 
. could diflchafge frqm his bow, ; Sectionaiism was 
;llot in ih'$ speech itselfl ; .^iVshen l^pokc, of indi- 
viduals in apartjeular f^sction, liii,d, not speaU iri'l 
f ierms whitjh w.ould ifnp^y or convey the iaea iJiat 
l imeaiit--th0 public. flt the..?Wehoidinff and.oon- 
. eltiveholdinjf S^^tqs. I co^^ned it to thttt section 
' Vi hu;itir<!.9uirenng jt^ tlii^itimoy I hope Xo a 



extontj, abd who,9/<).bviy?4n^i their ,Srea ^tiUil they 
will be reduced to the caustio ashes of disappojtil- . 
iiqent and disgrace. ■ I did iio^iatieakpf sectionaliSjia 
in.tiny other point of view. f-Sir, tt}e?c^iir|.«ien,0¥i 
tliifj jSoor who ,1 qplieve hopeat!y'differ-,iri;bm ^is. - 
I would notraake any personal allusionio .thepi. 
Par from widening thia controyeirsy , i.he object of 
niy speech was to appease publit; sauUment-.^ ' Ira 
the cour.9e..of it I yentiireu to say, \vhati,ha4 
never said bnfore, that the aian does cot live 
who could look without conc&rn i»:fc the conse- 
qiiencea of a gepartiiinn of the^e: Stales 'effcptcd 
in blood. Ilrersiarkqd that I would noisay tliere 
was not intelligence 'enough ultimatsly to farja 
new governments ^rid makethtra a umon of con- 
fedoraciea. Sir, in ' that .speech I ; ^ttcfnpted' to 
throw oil upon {hp troiiblea v/aters; My friends 
in some raeasure blamed 'me for the tone of aiy 
remarks; The so-^l!^d reply was alreatly in the 
sap, the poisQOpus s^p behind', ftnil the Kstia,t6r 
had to use hi? speech as a conduit f.<) p(?ur it dee 
on me and on the coiintry, when- he, had less oc- 
casion than was presented 'hy-p.hy f^ee^ch which . 
I ever before m de, AnjbpAy'.yjfho ^ 
incapable of preserving freo inatatuiidns, ! ishoitM 
be inciitied to consider K slandave:* on free insti- 
tutions; but J will nt^yer agrec,to live in any Q01P- 
ernnjent, that hup not fsbojf . cpei;itiYC! ^nd enfoYei- 
blc provisions of a constitution to preserve, my 
rights. If the Governme'Tit wore as itj. formerly 
W.as, SouUi Carolina tina: MaB3acliusctt8'hav^ ■ 
a common iutei"e£<t,i , dp .y<>u ihi'nk the Senator 
could arist- as aifcrisary to bo applauded by 
his people.^ The|*Wai8 a.^ime, sir, when hts pc»- 
ple would hijive diagti^ceij li^nl fof t'jat vefjr sgfeeclj. 
At this day, I do hot, say they will, acquit .tnjf 
kinsman; 1 tlai-e say they will not; but the time m ' 
coming wheV^t there will be biit .dnti opiri!0h--t?iat 

ever been deUvered in thlft xpuritryj and hasJn- 
volved itiore innoceri, persons. If the coiitest 
eoes ^ n upon such iwAies as it makes, blood must 
follow. I'do not hj ijs'on; any such eceneswit!!* 
pleasure. I have not temper for them, though 
when a" ydting mm I vnignt, perhaps, not have 
been indi^pcdcd Hi eH'.bark m the hazards afjftosa- 
tests. "~ ' 

Whilst itpbn tilia I may reitrark that 

Josiali duincy, fqi* Whom I have heretofore had 
a ^reat respect, sa:ys the SdriStdr haa nbt'^dne ai 
hair's breadth beyond, the liwe of duty ana. triith. 
After my explanations here I hardly think he will 
say so, ' H<! is .the only man of high wtspeeti^bfl- 
ity whotri' I' have yet, seen o!r Uppx^. tn^'&c^'ii0x,^s. 
declaration. He made it, ,toov wijijh ,ar«^ 
t^at I was sorry to seeicscape from .suph ajmi^ 
Hp said, allujlinff to the, fracas in, tiie, Scn^t?- 
hpuse, h0|t ir\ tho^nate, that it: is tip jy a partjiitf 
tj^at tribe whp,,carry bowie-kniv^ftanq'rcvoivei^.* 
Sir, J nev^r w9»'e a isecrpt We^ppn4n,;myJ,ife, f I 
Hm not ffomg to diacii^a jthe .^act thfit ;^ 'My<i■^^J^^ 
open weapons; ,and tliat is w .ft"!?; ^^oy I jcj?"!^ 
to deal.-but that is noVtI>e,WG^ 
■:to de^^with U9»..'. 

. iJnfortunatjlyi.I have had. dcenes;Qf,.;that,_l{^d 
which I Have, regriettcfl a)! myljfe tq ^jpiipie! cs'ten.t. 
I . am, mortified: to; ^ar suclV a ro^Vaa-lfl^^^^^ 
making a chnj-g?; ttppi\,ft ;^,^p]eJeecuo'q^ 
iquestipnif there IS .^.a.apt^thj-iirnnia^i ih.tjjis jE^.o(M» 
,with a pistol or bowiierKpife io hi^i pocket. .Jjfe 
ha»goo6!,out o^^Ahe way griftt^te 1 .',T w 8ay,i;|^ 



*iH^ it»" of III, hr.cM" wlio -wcifir tlirm n« pint of 
i)\ir iltVsn. 1 ani wirry >,p «yn (<(if.li thir»|;a ('ri:(^j'>- 
'lM iiilrt' the (tulili^j inidtl. 'J'lufy uioiiify ivic; 
'tH<?y ahndy mo.. 

i)ow I conftf to tlif i-(!"jo1utioni>i of Mnnwtt- 
^ihitfifti'tw.' ' 1 mk tlmi ihfy be rftul. 
■", rUe Sccri^tfti y r(-hi\ Uiciw'ns follo'.vn: 

4<»>lMON<\'f AI.ru CIV MHHfACmilSIin*. tl\ thr \lt(tT IfiSfi. 
Itcilolviin c.iMif.nh^fhj llir iP.ctni (vrtvmilt »i|>(>r« ([irt Ifon. 

HtxfilMTA hyjihv Htnalt niyl ilouat of U«l^fimintiijtt of 
ik* ( ''OmmowfltaUli of Mifitiii.liUsc.tUf 'ViiM vvi' linvi; n rinvi'il 
vyiUi »U;<.-|)OtMUTrn, inriliiilitioiiol'tlin if tcul vlohini iiAsiiiilt 
'•,:.rtt»»iiltcrt ill l.[\<: W^tmt<^ Ohnitilmr 9t VVn^ihiin'.toii, ii|(iHi 
lh!\iiii'^i(iii <^ftli« SJoii. 0|inrli'4 Hiimiu;r, (inn oi onrWonw- 
*ars III t'onRriisK, l>,y Prtmloii H. Ur<tol<n, a iiiciiiticr of t|ic 
flfiHiio oC U''|irf j^niiiiivoH ('r<mi youtJi uuroijiia iii«iiill 
wlili li no |»lovoi-!iiil»acoi|ia lilidily— liniili'l iiiiil (•owiinlly in 
iKwIC- n RiHiKMlirmu'li of'iKvrliiKrmiiliii'y prlvilirf;^ — ii riilliiiNn 
»m»('.k iiioii the IHif rty i>l>i>fii!l-.-^»ii uiurnRc oi tlu- ilnccii 
oion orclviliKt^iltilVi dikH ariladiciilty toihUiCoiiuix iiwnuiili 
9)f, M,iu<wicliui<ijlW- 

RcjdiDeif, TliM. tliB Lojlsliiiuw! of M»MnphnMciiM, in tlio 
MfiiW iif tmr froo mir) nnlixlXcnnii pftOnJo, vli-iiuinilft lor lini' 
r8j>«!ii«fmitivi(u» in th(! NuOou.ii X.nRlHlntiirti ••niiu- fritcifoin 
,af #[«wr/i, istid wlij upbot'l dirm in ilio proyiT cxoroino of 
tluit osKi-aluit littluioj American intizeiiH. 

Rci6lfeif Ttiiit Vvo rtppion' ot" Mr. Huiiukt' i romlinc^nn 
Bfltl couhtjje in W-i utirhrsl ni>il fculesH drt^lnrMion of tVor" 
lifhiciptM, iuhI Ills 'liteftiiHe of linni'iu riisliU) diicj lre<> lorrl- 
ttlry. 

Jtwi'unJ, TlmttheLerfEi! 
tlllViily riillcd iipoii by tlii' |ilaiiii'al (lictuts;^ of iluiy, fniia n 



rlnmro ofMa.'«Bnel)H«(itt» Isimpcr- 



rf«cen(^e(fnriUo«ticrlRlil«"f t(ercllii!ciiH,arV(t r«s[)«:i'l lor hi:r 
xdl»ru(;l£r as » iiinvoioi;;ri Swte, lo dt-maiiU, imA tlie Ur.^in- 
Utiire of Mmyi;i<,«:)iitHftU licrcfiy Uoos diiumnil , of ill" iiiuifii(!il 
^f^tigrijBfi, il pnSiiipl unj Klriul liiviisUgatinii itito llii! rccc-m. 
•WnuU upon tjeni>t<>r Bamii'^, and ilie ex(iiiliiion liy iIk; 
\9i[iU<>t' i>(ttK[)ireii«ncntiVMOf Mr. DrrmVi), of HoiitliCarniina, 
ally oUi«r in«in»>cr,cmiiH'nieil wild Wm in m»i(l-wiiult. 
.itfCMlvti}, Timt*|i*escvllsiicy tlic Gpvuriior be roiiyi.-.sh^il 
■ to traitisrriit a copy of iliR forcgolnn' ro?btvcs to ttif I'rcsiiioiii 
bf the Beimti!, and fliiicnkpr of thu Hoiitie of Kiipri'senta - 
•tivew, id cacli oi the Seniiiors nod inonibi-rw of tlifc 
;lE|Ou»e of He^resemnUvftH from U)u>CoiviiaonwvaUli,iu the 
(^.nnatr:nsL of tlie UaitRd Slutus. 

Uo'jtf a t)/ RpjgRKSEtrriTiVEff, Ka\j'J>J, iS56. 
faasefi. ' CHARLES A. PHELPS, Spea/ier. 

In Sctf *TE, May 30, 1856. 
ELlHtr C. OAICER, Prenident. 
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HENRY 



May 5l,ia5«. 
J. GAKDLMER. 



' ' ; SeoRrrARr'a Orrtct, . 

« B08T0H, afny 31, 1856. 
I certify the iiMSjjoing to be a true copy of tlie original 

Atteits FRAJfClS DeWtTT,- 

• ' ' ' StcretiJeni n/ tke 'C'fMhtMnivettUh. 

' Mr. BUTLER. These resolutirtil.^ give, rise to 
jmoTO sctibvuf rtflectioh timn anything which- has 
octiurrSd to liie in ihy time. I have b«ieh in the 
'Senate for ten years, and this ia the first occasion 
ttai iMiaVe ever seen one of the sovero-gn States 
of the,l£J'iiibh taking cognizance of matters yhiph 
ctccurred In Congress, v/ith ai view tp inftuchce 
tb« judgment of Coiigreao in relation to one of 
tteir mfcynbers. This is the fii'st oc^sicn of the 
«md in (he history of the corintry. It has been 
done fitirh'nn ear piirfe rieW of ihfe subject; for it 
IK now arery apparent tha^ the resolutions of 
Massachusetts werb introduced and passed with- 
regtii'd to the evidence. T|iese re^olutioriat 
»titjt;ipatfed and asserted what may not be true— 
"^htit Uij('public irti)iy,hcit'tMnk, ir\ie— what the 
ficti'ntc hiny not tliihk tme— what ihe'Hbuse of 
l|«pfcs».'ritatiV(»s may hoy think ti'ue; arj^d yet the 
wb'vftfcigv^ Btate 'df Massachtisctts, before there 



Wfvfi any, cvithMict), inili(',t('il inv r<'li»tivi'; iiiion 
niuioi'— n i)K;miuii: wlii' li would liivvc inlu'n bu\f- 
fnrd t() (lie giiildWH. Wlinl! nir; linlic.i n niiiii in 
tlif lMi>[!;uiif^'^ of llicri^ ri'HoiiilioiiM iijioii llipviimor 
()f ru',w«|)iiji('ni? K'Ih'mc rrfiDhiUdim - I mvy it mofv 
ill sorrow t)mn in aii;',i;r- ln^^rny n li.'iujicr iiiul 
nrncipitaiicy of iutlvincDt ilmt do iiol. look likfi 
h(\viii;»- a ri'i'.ard lo tliiit (li;;iiily \vhi( li in nnno- 
ciulod with juntici;. I fifiull ;i|K';ik rcufifciruily. 
8o fnr OB I linvn ji[)oli('0 of M-uV;iiu'.|\ii!trt,t;i hilbor- 
to, no (ixCTption can l)0 t;ilu'ii; l)u(., winiii i P|)(iuk 
of MiKiriaciniHctit) now, ii iiuitii he of Mnvitmrhi:;- 
sclta aH ff\u: Um Kr.nl foilli iln-HC vf-Holuiiorji*- - 
under the inflitrn<x' of o. A'l'lio^ wliich pr-rvnilot* 
her — unch'r tlio iiifim-ncc of a Rcniiiiu;iil wiiich 
denied DiUiinl Wotifilcr tiic rif;|ii lo Hprnic in 
Ifanciiil fiall, and llircw olftlic coffin of Lincola 
hccaowo iio liad fallen in pfii'orniini; liis profc*- 
eio(ial duties in the cndKc of iiis ooiiniry. Bosto* 
now ifi Dot the Ihmtort liiiU bIic wns when. Han- 
cock wrote, and Adams Hpolu^, and Otifi tliought, 
and Waricn fell. Tliev Wduld noi rcKognizc ncr. 
Hhe is no more ihe same. Yet, from tljat very hot- 
bed of bitter forHnjj to ihc Sonlli, nnd L-spc'cialljr 
to .Soulli Carolina, navo I to look for thti fcplings 
wliich dictated thwift renolulion«, ( have to meet 
an '(Vlictineni— for what? U ih said tlmt the lib- 
erty of spccdi hn.s liccn violiilcd'. Upon that point 
I iiUiMid to deliver fioiviu remarks wliicli, wlielhcr 
they bo correct or ftnt, I shall throw out. Our 
anccstprs wcTe a people of liuriiy nioiaiily. Gen- 
erally, when they spoke, they .sjioke directly fro{^ 
the Iniarl. Such a thinj; as printing spcechca 
beforehand, or having them printed without being 
uttered in tlie Senate, was unhcanJ of in their day. 
They were men who stood on tiieir legs, anii 
spoke 53ut.- Theyliad hearts and mouths. They 
did not resort to the appliances of paper and print- 
ing bofore they brnup^'Ui t,'!>.eir spcochc? IVrc. If 
the Senator n'om Masssachusctts were present, 
and would answer m'c, I would put ilic question 
to him, " Was not that speech of yours printed 
and published before you spoke it in the Senate 
of the United States?' What is the meaning of 
that provision of the Gotistilulion, which says 
that a Senator, or- a memjjcr of Uu; House, for 
any speech or debate in either House, ehaU 
not be questioned in any other place ? Does it 
mean to gjye the Congress of the United State* 
the power of deciding What is privilege without 
the courts questioning it ? If so, it goes far be- 
yond the sfettled doctrine in Great Britain at this 
day, which was maintained by 'Chief Justice 
Dehman,in tha case of StoCkd ale vs. Hansard; 
and that case has much to do^ith the matter now 
undty cdnsidevation. Hansard had undertaken, 
under the authority of Paviiamclit, to publish a 
book which contained a libel. Without such 
license or privilege, all agreed thathe was respons- 
ible, Tlie English tioUse of Commans said 
that having granted him' the license, it was their 
privilege. Chief Justice Denman took cogni'^afice 
oT the Case, on the broad graiuid that the courts 
could determine what \vas piivilcgo under the 
Constitution of Enaland. lie said: " as ii com- 
mon law judge, i will show the Pailiameot 
whether I am ViOt tnpable of deciding on my re- 
sponsibility as one of the great departments of thia 
Government. Can it be nriainiaincd"— 'and it b 
one of the most eloquent decisions I ever read~ 
•'that the House of Cbrnmbn^, by claiming a prir- 



il('{',<.>, (ilidll tlicrcliy i(|)(ii-()prijAlc it <(| tlicnun'lvoH, 
jiiid fK M'ijn n villuiii Jioiii tli<; r,()ii;nM|UciK'(; of 
U'w'l?'* Tlic jiidi'i- cuid dm; \>y tlx" law 

ilut c<')milr'/ uiu'i.T ('lu- iViiiili of njemluMB willKHit 
jMlJ'il),''; |.oM.,'i;w:, [iuft ]irivil(?;;ti did not. ^',ivr! lliciTl 
llii; ri(;lil lo iiiii!<(.' um' <d' ii iicwiipimi'r nn n lilirl. 
IJj? tur n llu; fHiKu;^ c vjiicH.'iioii : " Cd'd loi lud tliiit 
1 <uli/»ni('iil nh(ii)l(' 'idonl HiK'l'. a piclcxt lor doiii;; 
v^ionp" 1 nny ilic (liiiiie thin;:; now. 

Wdl yoii 1(11 nil' iliiii a mcuilxM- rinlni*' lioro mid 
IifiYidiiiK 'I Rpci'di i'» (liir ix'|)oil(,T, and Itim 
U) piiiil it, come:! wiiliiii (im^ jnji vii'W ol' llic, (Joi) - 
Hiii.ution? IImm Ik! iillcrcd word.'i ill dclintc? Will 
you tell iiic iIkU a iiiciidicr who liiifT iimdc, m:|io(!cIi 
of five Rciilciiccn may rqijKind to it ii iu;wi*l)«|>ei' 
likp tiu' TrilMinc, wliicli Im.s lihcli-d liic, and liiifl 
tli\' ri;:;)it hi fiend !lir('uif;(i llic poHt ojHhcr of (liiH 
Ciovui niiK-n), mid liiivc folded by llic per.'iorifl v.m- 
jiloyed in tli(! foldin^-ioom at llic ]nil)liccx|>('ii.sn, 
iilto my tl(\n;rlui;r'« |milor, iliat wliicli would coBt 
lliiVi hi:* life if he; t(jJd it to nle? liiufn ii conic to 
thid, tWl a Scmvtoi- ujion liiis (loor can claini (sucli 
up nXti'iiRiv'c privil< •!:<!, uud'T llio luw cif Pnrlid- 
ni(int,l!iat lie can spnd o/T,t)y the t\yciUy tliounaiid, 
t/pceciios to England and lo tlie fourcornci s of the 
glohc, where I am not known, and tlicil claim pro- 
tbciUim upon tlio {ground that he has a privilegfi 
4iiiich prechuU'S him fvom being questioned elsc- 
li/Jjcrc for words spoken in debate? 

't\w. liberty of sj'i^ccji' and of tlic press ia the 
A^tU conservative ';lement<t>f a Republic: it is to 
Die {Political, what fire ia to the matenhl world, a 
Aibservient and affluent minister, when upder the 
cotitrol of prudence and intelligence { but, When 
dtic1iftcke<l and unr6gulated, a consuming foCf 
wJtiitiring a^jd blasting everything along its path- 
v^uy of ruiwr Hcnuer I'reeaom of Speech trib'u- 
tit'ry tb th^ profiri&lieS, tltcertcic^, trnd restraint's 
of , social life, and you may croV/n it \yilh a^l the 
aiiiiiiitries arid supremaciea of intelltef aridliljei-t'yj, 
tiui release it from them, tihd it becomeo a blind 
4iid maddened giant of evit, tearing dovvn the 
WiWai'ka of social ordei", and . desecrating the 
#ry sanctuary of republican liberty. What 
would you think of a reckless man who sliould 
^t fire to his own, house, or should go about 
claiming t!ie privilege of throwing his fire where- 
ver he could among the most combustible ma- 
terials, and ,say,lie had the right to d6 so, ph 
Oie ground that lie v/as a freeman, and could do 
jl/i he ple.'iKi^d. Away -with such liberty!^ Lib- 
erty that is worth anything must be in tlie har- 
. oeM of the law. 

Liberty <.f speech and liberty of the press 
must havt two restraints. The first is liie high- 
est, wliich will always' govern a class of nion 
who canndt violate it — the obligations of honor, 
decency, and justioe. Anovhcr restraint upon 
5iccnl)oiisiiei53 is that a man mny publish and 
Bpeak what he pleases with a Jcnowiedge tliat 
he if? amenable to the tribunals' c'f the law for 
y/hnt he has done. Congress cannot pass aiiy 
statute to say that men shall not v/ritc ngaiiist 
religion, or a*n.inf!t the Government, or against 
individuals. I^eiilier can Congress pass a law, not* 
(tan any Stale pass a, law dejiriving the tribunals 
of the cotuilry of tlic right of sayinr wlifther 
you iiiivc gone beyond the limits of liberty, and 
nave usicd your pov/er, under that name, with 



criminal r, erUlcnunftnii, wil!( a li( entiinui indiirvX' 
ene.e to tlic. feeliiif;!* <ii intliviibmln (uid ll\<: connc- 
(juenci a upon mock (y. 1 do not winh lo live in 
any eoininunily wliere it iV oiherwine* 

I'lw pii-fif) if* loHinfj Mf) power, and it on;';ht (f> 
lone ir; for it in now be,';injiiwg to be an (;n;;ino 
of private levcin^e, and individtud expve:<Hion|,| 
(iiHteiid of being a rcHponf-ibhi o.gan of pultlie 
opinion. Soppum^ I were lo f',o l<) INfew Vorki^ 
and indict one of llio cilitora there whom 1 could 
name, tor tli(! nio;U atrocious libid that ever 
been utitMcd u|ioii tl.u; South. I will not nume 
tlic editor, but lie hauutierrd a Hentiment akin to 
one wliieli baa been cx|tre8;)ed by the .Si nato'; 
from M!)f{flachufiet!r<. 1 saw in a New Vork, 
l»nper — I have allude<l to it.heretnfore— a fjiatc- 
ment that tlx) iiouihcrn, Stales are too finHde anil, 
weak 1.0 tnki; any part in a war — thatuU thoy can 
do is to lake cfiarge of their negrooH.I It'/iaiil 
that tC a war shoulu take place between Englunu 
and the United Slates, the KngliHli flectwould only, 
have to go to tlie capes of tlie Chenopeake, ariti 
the clleminato masters would bo kept rxi home. 
Fifty thousand filaves, inured to toil, coyld ba 
muf^icred into service, and they w>uld linvc I.W 
pov/er to put their inanterp lo the sword; ainS. 
when the declaration of ])eAce should come, tin? 
result would be the freedom of the Hlavcs and thrt 
proscription of the masters! ^upporie I shouja 
go into the community where thi.8 libel wan 
uttered, and indict a man for such a bentiment an^ 
this, what would lie the consequence in tW 
present state of public opinion f It is idle, wori»o 
than idle, to talk about that as n remedy. » ■, 
Liberty of thcprcss ! Sir, that nan hasfraiikcB 
twenty ibouscuidf of his ; speeches; and some. of j 
them, if I, am not misinformed} were printed Idi^ 
before it was ^leliyercd. To bnng him witliin tKe 
privileges of parjiamettt fa a mockery — a perfeot, 
mockery. , . > , ■ 

Now, Mir. President, I approachi another m^iji, 
painful, part of this case, and I come to it in 
bad temper; for, God knows, ff Inir heart boutd 
be read, there is bo one who V/onla sooner thaa 
mj^self have averted the state of things which- 
T\Qw exists, if 1 could, consistently with my honor 
and the honor of the gentleman to whom I shaQ 
allude. The tesotujions of Massachusetts under- ' 
took, before any evidence was heard , to propourioiJ 
sentence on Mr. Brooks. Sir, I will tell you whfl' 
Mr. Drooks island why he felt so deeply in refei^' 
once to these abominable libels. I do flot alludel 
to him now as my heretlitary kinsmiri; I think 
that is the smallest view to take of the .natter; hu| 
I am his constituent. I live in "Ninety -six"—- 
a distribt through which, if you pass, you wiO 
read. y.pon the tbmbstnnca epitrf»p!is wh^ch wouiai 
reproach him for tnme and ignominious submifl- 
sion to wrong and to insult. 

He hajs as prond and inteiligont a coiislituency , 
<is are to be found in any part of tlie globe.* 1 attj( 
his constituent, But more then that, he has worO 
the tmaalet and the sWord; he has marchijd undw 
the Palmettff banner, and his couhtrym^^n hnvii 
iiWrirdcd to hi'm a swot-d for his gobd cafidpct In 
t'he war witV Mexico. That .sword wns in som* 
nipfusiire committed to him, liiat he might ustf 
it, when ocJtasion reqiiiredj to mniniain the honor 
and the dignity of his State. Whe?i he heard of 
ii this sjificch first, and tfjad ilaflorwards, this yourtj 
1 1 man, in passiAg dow* the fjii'cet, lieeij bat om 
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iiiQ|r«titfinnt,(irid It wi\a, tlml liffl I^Ulift rind hiti l»l(n/tl 
jhwS bf;\'i» inBultcil. [In ConM luH gi) iii(o tho 
diawing-ntotri, or parlor, ot intoa re'uliiijj i*<hrr), 
wjlhoui llic «tiO(;t conunentdiry roproiiohin;,; la>n. 

•^J^Inmlio cliivrtlry of firtulh (itii'oliiirvcurnpi-il.ana 
i»|l'f.liiti ti> he d inMb nd\m'\mUn\}*' Whivt t\Uvico 1 
would Uavo givcri hltn Ido not now unJurluKc to 
•ay. , ■ ■ 

But, sir, V^Mi ihia wn« cnij to this ^rcntlv^.nmi 
vluMoVcr li(J W(;m, lie felt ilmt iC florricilnHj wdo 
riot lionn could not faiic r,oniflituv>iits wiili- 
wl Ipning hira uHoCulnoBH, nhd witlioutthcre Iming 
«. tttsnt Qii ]\'\H '.uiiior and on his courugft. lie miiy 
Hrvo W'oa niialakcn in aoino ix'.'ipcctH. ilin 
coming into the Scn-ili" ho\>.sc wna no option of 
Hh, Wlicn hi! fornH;d hirf dclcrmiiiaiion, I 
wn informoil.—nnil I have Icopt filooi" from con- 
fKraation wiin him, — ( judgo from the cviiJ[cnco 
bo hiiJ no purpp.ie to profane iho SiMmtn housft. 
£«ay the Senate Ivovi^e iiad been profaned l>eforc. 
rhmJnillier to-morrow lnko, ten blown inflicted 
cn My body, than have the gaa of the ihclorician 
poured b\it Upon Wiy clmrnctcr and State, 

The Seoatof from JyTaBsnchudottB. chpac to 
me^kc hitf^jilftcft lu re one Crotn livluch to ossnil tin: 
hiftory and reputation 6C South Ctiiolina, nnd 
to nssai! an ahEent conHlitucnt of the gentleman 
Who \\Ua tnkci) redress into his own hands, lu 
•uch a condition of things vrh6 could be phiced in 
t. oiluation ilnorc difficult? Surely, Mr. Presi- 
dent, sometliing is to bo pardoned , to tho foelitiga 
flf a irtan ttctlne under tw^iisibilily, and undcr the 
^icfatcs of hitjh honor. If any one was here, 
]jdaccd in a sStuatiAii to feci iho touching appeal 
jT^s^i'^, by the ghp^l to Hitnlet, *' !f thou nast 
nstiire in thee, bear it not," he was the man. 
BTo-v/i' I »sk the Sccrrta>;y to read tW extract 
iWn'cTi I have mar&cd'itf the book which I send 
to him, and ! do not intend AP.say wliare-itccineB' 
fw^m'till'itia reaa.j ■. ' ' . i 
S«ccetary TTtad as ifoliows: , 

"Do notbelievf that I onx lmjt»\''«ii?g opinions, tendinK 
ttidiifturb tbe.pcace of sQciuty. On ihc contrary, tl>ey axe 
(ne pfinuipiiiH il)at can preserve iu . it ia more dnn^erouti 
liir VMi lows to giv«i security to o man, disp*wed to commit 
cbtrt^eson tbe persons or hiafeUoTV-ciibeims, than to an- 
■iiiorize ihoac, who iirast otherwiwi meet Irreparable injury, 
ia4^t<ei)d tlieui«cive« at every haieard. Men of .eininent 
taient»' and Vinuc, on wlios^ exertions, in .perilous* timcfi, 
tfee'ltbnnr dtid linppiness oruieir country mtist depend, will 
aimtys t>e Kkble to be dcgntded by every daring mi^icreant. 
if they 6ank. 01 defend tlteouielvea from peiMunl int^ult and 
oaitnige. Metiof thisdescriptina must always feel, timt to 
•biibTt tcf degniriat*(>n acid dishonor iajmpossilile. Nor is 
tfito fcoHng confined to men of tliat eminent grade. We 
• Imv'c tiStouNiiida in unr country wtio poaitesii t!ti« spirit ; and 
WititKHmlieiii wu vlioiild Mooa deservediy cease to exiet oh an 
MBlejWudent nation. I resuf ct the laws Cf my country, aud. 
nttiste tiifi pnicnptH of ou^ lioly religion ; I slinuid Shudder 
shedding liuinait blomt; 1 would pntctice moderation ntid 
iOrbearancc, to uvoid HO terrible a calamity ( yetjsbould I 
■Wer be driven to tImt impaasoble {Mint, where degmdation 
«fid difsrace besin, may tliiH urni dtifink palsied from its 
accket ir I ihil to defwid my own lionor !'» 

^r. BUTLlRIIt. Who uttered that sentiment? 
ll b the sentiment of a geplleman whose speeches 
have aiyays commended him to lue. It is a sen- 
tipaeni. worthy of the ancient day's of Boston wlipa 
Dejter spoke. Tiiis is ?i nort^iern man speaking; 
ana l adopt his language. .1 say witiv him that, 
wnifn things" tend to tnatimpassablepoini where 
^gradation and disgrace begin, may my arm 
gbtyak palsied Trom Its socket if I foil to defend 
■liy own honor f* 



Hir, that ft(>htin\('nl wn« nuevi-d ni a time v/hon 
(h rj.'.yuii'n rohfpn'd ihciniielvcri to ihc )nilpil,«n<l 
pitcfti'.ln'd ,a(j;nih()t crinie and viiM , wIk n liiey did 
not use tlie pilpit n.» a rcccniiin-!; olaiion to iwiiuo 
HliarpC!** Wlk'S, and to mingle in all ilu'. hiilcr Htiifo 
of f 1/0 fornni tuul the Ajiora. It was nUi.rcd wlien 
UoNton knew hov^ to renjx-ct the feolings > .''oihtirrt, 
I c<)nc.nr in all tImt i« imirl by Mr. I')e(;tf:r. 1, 
deprecate blood and violence. 1 will not utter 
all that my Iw.i^tl pronipla me to «(iy, for fi'ar ii( 
cnc(>iira{;inf; youuf^ nten; Iml l\m I will nay, that 
no oon of mioB tdiould ever Buijmil to iniiult 
without Balisfaclion. 

At this point, on a mi,';;genlion of Mr. Clay, 
(ht iionorablu Senator yi(;ld<'d the floor., and tho 
Senate ndjo-.uncd. The day succeeding, Mt. 
Uutj.br continued: 

I Baid ycalorday that my friend, my rcprenent- 
ativc, niy rolaUve, one who ia aHsoc.iiU< <l with mo 
by more lieu than citlier of theae — had i.a]<en 
redresa in bin <nvn handn — had n-noried to }na 
own mode of rcdresf|l 1 s^aid that there wrc con- 
Hid<.>ralion3 connected wil)i tlio occaHi-')n which, 
though they could not jusiiiy him before a legal 
tribunal, would cxcuoo any man of hjs characleT 
and position, repreaenling such constilucnti* as 
he rc preseniiMl, and bound in some measure to 
sympathize wiili tho opinions of the section v/ith 
which ho ia asuociated. ^Itwaa in.possiblc tliat 
he could separat* himself from those conclusioKf 
which others might >ioTapprecialc, and some covild 
not understand. But I say that gentleman dara 
not— I do not say I would have advised him-- 
but in his estimation he could not go home amd 
fdc? soci^ a constituency without incurring what 
is the, worst of all judgments— the jtidgment of^ 
the country against a man who is plavS^ed as a setk- 
lincl to reproacnl it. ' , 

If, in the course of these proceedinjgs and the 
events which hiive grown out of the apeech wbick 
has been, made by the Senator, it shali be said 
that Massachusetts' can be justified by falling 
back on an opinion whicJi will justify her Sena- 
tors and Representatives, itis, 1 must be permits 
ted to say, one of the unfortunate symptoms of 
the times in regard to which we have no com- 
mon tribunal ,to decide between us. Sir, it aeema 
to indicate a crisis when the opinion of the con- 
stituency of one portion of the Confederacy ap- 
plauds one whilsi it is ready to consume and pui 
to the Tstakc auotheir. We nave always supposed 
that public opinion would be rlKht; and sir, 
distinguish public opinion very much from popu- 
la:- prejudice. Popular prejudice is that which 
would consume in ignorance to-day, what it 
would repent of to-morrow, jPublic opinion is 
the judgment of an intelligent (community, not 
formed under the excitement of the moment. U 
is not tiie sentiment of an irresponsible multir- 
tude; it is not the ey.ntimcnt of an ex narle. decis" 
iou; it is not the judgment v hich can find its way 
into.ihe history of the county, or which posterity 
will adopt r^a tliRl which ouwht to lic pronouncftd 
on the, occasion. Public opinion is the highest, 
tl(,e gravest, the most solejnn judgment to which 
any of us can defer. 1 would not give one cent 
for what is Culled public opinion, if it depended 
j upon ex parte views of any suljject. And I say 
I that tile resolutions which havu been sent here 



fntni llin L(';ti«!uini n c' MAmmdmnottii, nnt not 
Mi\y r.t'parif, Imt I nm txmy 4o any tluU 1 frnr 
tii^'if r.oMii><(;loni T/cni in'cjiulirc wirl nmliK'iity, 
rvcn pivinp; Uidir r.ouriHcly ll»niiip;li tiio clarktif^so 
ori/^tiornnrc. 1 ilo not innui i/',iiornnco no fi*r im 
j(>f^<!.r(l« t.li<! hody individnnlly, for I hnya no 
Joubl it in i(il(?lli;!;<'iU ciioiiijli; but 7 inciui ignor- 
nncc, HD Ciik- an n f^i\nl!i ]in)li()iiricing ii judKnirnt 
without urxlerniiuxling iIm) fncln on v;lii('h (hat 
jai)t;»n<!nt ou)^!ii. lo iiii n. I «i«y lluU my frionft 
luifi lw.cn ( 'nidcniiiod wiil»o«t n hearing, llr Vinfi 
l>ri!ii c.ond<'niii(!(l Ujui judRPicntwiiir.li, if Burt'crcd 
lo j',<t into liimory unr.oritrmlir.tcd, (jiirxaminnd, 
nnci urr.rfiited, would coiiHigii liim to n fate which 
llin r,l)ni(U't<;i docs not drsaoivp, r.ud uliall not 
r(;r(Mvr, na long us 1 can alajid licic v.n hm fi ioiid 
•lid wilvocrtH;. 

lluf, «ii-, hofiirfi I nppnmch thn coustitutionnl 
M^d lef!;iil vidw of llvcHO irrtolulioiiH, I inuHtncqui! 
jnyBoll'of tdc duty which I in Home incafjnro ns- 
mmod ycsicfday rvoninj!;, of prcHontinn; to the 
public the circunmiaiicos undoi' which the fmcns, 
an it ia tdi-ni«d, or thoasBiiult, on tJiu Senator from 
Mnwnchu.srtts, occurred. 

-. I H:iid ihuit my friend ftfv<l relative wnw not in the 
Bonafo when tlic spocch was l)(.'in,; delivf;red, hut 
he was Butnmonca here, ns I luivo Icnrnod from 
blhcrn. lie was excited nnd Rtnntf by tiio Hireet 
r^oiora and the street con'imentnriofi, imd by the 
coi'.vcrsations in the parlorfl, wherij even ladies 
pronounced a judgnrcnl; and, wir, woman never 
hiilB to pronounce a judgment where honor ia 
concerned, and it ia always in favor of the ta- 
drc83 )f a wrong. I would Krust to the instincl 
•f woman upon aubjecls of this kind. He could 
not go into a parlor, or drawing room, or to a 
dinner party, where he did not find on implied 
reproach that there was an unmanly eubmission. 
iQ an insult to his State and his countrymen. 
Sir, it was hard for any man, much less -for a 
man of his temperament, to bear this,. 

I intended to reficrve aJCommentarywhich^fas 
»t once made on the speech of the Senator from 
Massachusetts as the most important part of my 
conclusion ; but' I find that I can apply it at no 
belter time than this. I allude to the commentary_^ 
which was pronounced- at the time; not when a" 
controversy liad arisen; not when it was supposed 
that the temptations of'an adversary , or even the 
public mind, had so far made an issue that he was 
obliged to take one side or the other; but it was 
pronounced by a gentleman of distinguished posi- 
tion, a sas;e, a patriot, a man who had won laurels 
in llbe field, and justly descr^'cd to be considered 
the Nestor of the Senate. Sir, the remarks made 
by the member from Michigan [Mr. Cass] struck 
me as the linost consuming piece of criticism; -and 
I think, taking it al! into consideration, it v/ou!d 
bo more terrible to me than all the arguments of 
an advocate, and all the array that could be 
brought on one side or the other. It yas the tes- 
timony of voluntary justice. 

"I have listened'' — said that di.stinguished 
pcntleman, [Mr. Cass,] who had worn the sword 
Rnd the robes of the Senate, with distinction and 
dignity — " v'ith equal regret end si^^rprisc to the 
epeech of the' honomble Senator from Massachu ■ 
seits. Such a Sjieech — the most un-American 
and unpatriotic lliai cvct grated on ears of' the 
members of thisi hi^h body — as I hope never to 
Lear again, here or elsewhere. But, air, i did not 



riofi to tviftkn any c>frn)mi'intn on the npfcch of tli« 
hotinrrdilfi Hiiimitir, own m it iff. lo lh« highisM 
ceiiHUrc and disrip|iro'iiition." • 

1 nni not nn young n man nn Mr. HiiMNKUt not 
do I prmfend to hn iii a condition lo defy or placo 
niydrlf ap!;uiim*. tlie teKtiinony which Would put 
into operation a current of public opinion, ifudi 
as v;tin prot'ouiicnd by the hoiiornbln Senator 
from Mil liif^an in hid pl ice; but, Nir, I can wiy, 
limt, with my nalurt:, 1 ci>uld nolhuvo ulept that 
nif^ht on my pi'low witli such noonsun! nnd mich 
ir. criticism jironounccd in llw. Scnal^j of the Urii- 
icd .Sifttes. 1 Bluiuid havQ, been ready lo ncnd A 
nii'Nsnjre to make ntonemient iu some way. I 
Bhouhl hfivc wipt-d out, nn far as I could, by ro- 
penfHiRC and atotioment, the unman!y nggrcdsiioil 
and inHuIt which had btuni offered, and ivos coil- 
dortmed by the highest ouiljorily. 1 do not 
uiidcrlakc lo R.-vy wliat was the ojiinion of lhttt« 
Senulor, but I can (juote from his Slate the inont 
consumiiig jud^jmciit lever heard pronounced.' 
The Hontimcnia expicaocd in the paragraph to 
which 1, nlludi', and in others, show thiit when 
iho cflorvcsceiice of popular prejudice uliall luivo 
subsided, this case migiitbts tried, oven InMaaJMl- 
chusettB itself. I should not be afraid to try it 
there. They are not fiiaves to be governed by 
fanatical madness. One of the joturnala there, in* 
a remarkably welNwrittt^n article, which 1 adopt, 
enya: ' ■ ■ ■ 

" ■''Imrlr.s Siiinmcr'B recent Hpeccliea .m the United 0lsK» 
ScniHC [mvo not iMiiny respect ciilianccJ his rcputotionwR 
man, aa a dcbntcr, or a« a Btntt'snian. It is luiiK>3i^t>lc,U 
Hccaia to us, for niiy fnU-mindcit man, who loves truUi and re- 
Raiilrt lienor and doconcy, to ron>l ihcKO etrusiono, all tccH- 
ingwitli fnlBchooils, biftomMf «i>ii wr«tlt,and fndcccnc", 
without feeling that MoRmchimetts liM been difgnicad Civ 
an uiiwowhy uon in Uio Senate Choinbsr, before *hc cunit- 
try nnd in tlie lUce of ihoAvorld. We vcuturo Uie aaecrdon 
that no jparslic! to tiiesc vUqptrntivn outbursts of Binnnet 
cnn he ionnd in the anncld of OongrMB, nor in llic jdeon^*- 
of any legislative aHsembiy in the world. Ov«r1[iowcriii8 
passion, niC/dness itself, seems to tiavs bereft btm of hb 
senses, and left him oblivious of 'truth nnd honor, of tha 
courtesies of intelii^tit and ■disuified debate, and Of the 
proprieties of civilized ilfe. 

VVe do not, we caitnot, use terms too strong in reS. ion 
to this matter. U Is not the clmractcr of Clinirlea Suiaoer 
alone Uiat is involved. The fair faciie of MossacIiiUetts 
suffers. Whatever may have heen the poliiical errors Of 
MassachusetB, she has ever, heretofore, been represented 
in the Senate of the United States, and wc miglit aba my 
in the House of Reprefientativcs, by men, »tatesnusn~ 
Webster, Winihrop, Evercti. Chonte, Davin, nnd Bales— 
who knew their rights, oud Jcnowfng dared to' maintatn", 
and maintained them with courtesy, dignity, anid ability, in' 
Fuch a manner as to commend tie respect of, tijeir opix»- 
neuts, tlie apiilaiiee of their fncnd!«, and the aUminitioa of 
all t^eir counirymen." 

I knew some of the 'gentlemen here hamed, and 
I iihould never be%fraid to n>eet ihera in debate 
anywhere, because with tnem I Yshouid never 
apprehend tlic assaults of calumny and SjUindcr. 
I canno't be reduced to such an ijsue that 1 muat 
discount calumny and slander by the language of 
a blackguard. If it bo the theofv of gentlemen 
that when one uses language in debate transcend- 
ing the spliere prescribed by proprieiyand justice, 
we aro to resort to the same mode for redresaaafi 
aatisfactiop, lam a non-combatant; I caniioteuitcT 

I into a controversy with gcatlonien in whicii tnejr 
} are to bandy words. 

These reraarks^re not without their direction. 

I I have used them to show what whs the irnpn>»- 
Ision on the public mind at the time when the 
! assault Mvajj comimitiud. Mr. liiuouAM, afritsiul 



iriT'Mr.' 8trM>ni:it!l pr^aunm^ N«,rir m hiri tontimony 
ibai Milk Imrinfijrtnu npcUoh 'ho ftntiohxHttd ^mvi*- 
thiilff. h, WM tia(t gwnvfat iiYtprtMMioii of lh«. 
, iwbciM;; comttiutiity UiaI b« doaorrod' to'iocoi^o a 
«ini«lnMni«dt; utf ml itnuA^ imt Ka waa bouial to 
nwitko atonomciiili in oloina wfty for th« hmMllw ond 
thei wnntonnaNA «*f ki^ inaulln to a gcntlcm^i. (nt* 
i hojfM I ftin) thnniAfmnt: HIuh mum thq nortuiioii 
«^KMmt)t«ivvHdiMgthft]{>ublio mind ivt WAHhinf;- 
IttRK. WhalWHa my fi-i«i\dlodu?. Bur him? ladict 
him ft If tttntwiiK th« modo in -wlu«h ho iuiendbd 
to Mih!« roidraiM, hif) had bn'tter novcr £0 to ISuUth 
<OM>oUn* n^ain. \V<» ho to dMiIlori{^ him? 
^Th^i tvowld have btssn no exhibition of chivalry 
likTiiif; no mntinini^.: Altlioogh iw hao b<icn upoa 
itbW field, butlt in opon war and in a privHtc ani|iirr 
l^siuMld bo vuiy HOtVy to atm anj^ ci'iniH requirini; 
it «^tu A ohalloni^ wouhl liavo b(M;n aiv ad- 

* ve»tia«in«ot to tlio world ot/, his courugo, whon 
tfavR) vAra^nbt a probability' of iHa boing: tried. 

* woUld hotivc made hitinnmlf QontUmpablo, and 
|iterhpno inijt;ihi havn beon cotnmittod to the peni- 
'laoiini^' ibr Bending a ohailcngev. ^ 

'Fhon, whatfloaifBe wttB l»fl to him to pursue ? 
Mr. BirMNEn had opportunities enough to make 
''iunapo]f)gy. God^knowa I could not have resieteil 
"iite' B^tnoiutory 'criticiam of the diattnguieihod 
*<8«liattor ftom Michigan v perhnpa the most im- 
jMjMune authority in the Senate. H« paid rio 
regard to him, and for a very good reason: his 
was written, and hm goue «iit, aod he 
oouiid not cont!r»di«t wh&t ha had sent fortJb. to 
ilhepubK« with maiice sforetliou^t: 
. W«s{l,i^ir.'*h»t did Mr. ^roojm dpi ft ia said 
!6**6Uig^'t Mr..Soi«»fca irj Hie $6n?ite Clvamber. 
It-w tne }Mt;place in wliick Ke vriiithed to seek 
Mtfr. He 'trould h^ve met him in an ofien uonv- 
!lp^,i(|»'ft'f«dr fields and uiider a free sky^ot n.ny ,\ 
■■im»^. wheix tW Ii«§l(dature of Massiachu- 
Mtta<c]|09Si}8 to Shy that his condiwt is cotsrardly, 
i^'Ber <ry l«m m any way ^ttooijes. [Ap~ 

Sir, ft man who Qccnplea aprace in the Senate, 
Y^MPraenting a great Commonwealth Uke Massa- 
^QS^ts, ojr representing; any State, ati onti of her 
.j^nators, occupies a very high positiibn, from 
.which he Ofto Bend forth to the public what may ' 
V esifect the oimracter of almost aity man,* except 
/Oiineirtd Washirigton, or oomo one upion whose 
d^acter tfec ;?crdict ot history has, l^eea ren-. 
fll^tred. Inhere is scarcely any man whocan with- 
•Und the. slander which may bo pronounced from 
.■file Senate Chamber of the United States. ■ For 
t^is reason I would never look, and I never have 
looked, beyond' tlvc public position of a member 
here, to^o into itis private a*d personal charac- 
ter. I would not'tfoi it, because by so doing 1 
j^oul^ do a wron^ which I could wotredrcas. 
EvMJ a word escaping my tongtw in ihis Chum- 
ber, aSfia Senator, might go far to injure a man 
vhera hecouldtiotcorrect it. We arcs in a position 
which retjuirtia high considerations for the regu- 
btion of our conduct. I agree thoroughly with 
^SeReral Jatiksonylhat the sinndercr who involves 
■tfejjrd pemmft in difficulty and dangesr, is an in- 
?ei»diftry, against whom we sliould gi^ard more 
tlian any one .else, irt a padiamenU'iry point of 
'View. I will qiiotc General Jackson's langoage, 
H« said: " Over the doors of each House of Con- 
'gres«, iw^lettcrs <?f gold, should bo inscribed the 
iWfird^ ' The Slaiiuercr is worse thaa the Mur- 



::n:rr.-T:s ::z ' a^v.ri ' a 3aiiaEmr rr » ; i r^ ^ •3t:z.-,us«3tnx;s»«« 

.^tcrei,'" A aliVKle ]iVi:)nler in horrible. It may 
take K Rinf^leiindividiud f.^^m ndcieiy. Itut whiiM 
Mook at tlw raiatihicvuuri inllu» noo of slander, 7 
find thwt tl'ipurvadcs a whol«> community; mnloira 
w(urii^4|UMM«ly) nets family n^'aiusi/faniily lindir 
viduoik'liigtilinfil int^ividual; aacUnn n|;ninat acction. 
It is il)i9 most cowardly mode >n which a war 
tiut b« conducted. • 

With th(^ Bluto of opinion to which I hn.\o aV- 
ludcd prnvai'.ing, whnt did Mr. Buooua do? Of 
ouhrsa lie did not untlr.rttslto to challenge Mr, 
iSuMiiiRH to a fist fi;^hl, orn fltiok ti(;ht,orniiv other 
kind of fi^l^. . He though' Mr. BukiKiKmicserved 
a casligatton, and hn undertook to giro it to him 
mcordsng to the ol ' - Ahliioned notion, by caning 
him. i Imvo no.t lioard Mr. Ukuokr dtjtail tho 
circuma^ancos. 1 have not voiivcrsed with him 
m regard to the matter} I take my information 
from the published testimony, Mr. BKooss, act 
finding him anywhoro else, came to him wbils 
ho wun sitting m his, nefil here, alter the Snnato 
had adjournoa. He came to him in front — difltbr- 
cnt from the stmomentmade to the IVUnsachusctts 
Legislature. He w".8 half a minute inhia n?ueaii 
or explariaiion^ He ^d: " Mr. SnmNCil, 1 Iwj/f 
read yoiir spscch. 1 have read it carefully* wjlh 
as much con»idoratlon, ami forbearanccv and fair- 
ness as I ooi/id; but, sir, I have conie to punish 
you now for the contents of that spceeh, which 
IB a libci 01^ my Stale, and on a gmy-haired rd- 
ativo." 

laatinct would haive prompted nrost men) to 
rise immediately. Mr. Sumner did rise. In 
the act of rising, Mr^ Brooks struck him acroM 
the face'>-not, as has, been represented, oveir his 
head, for that is not the truth, nor isit borne out 
hy thotestirobsy. On the second stroke the ossite 
I broke; It is tl^e .misfortane of Mr. BaiooRs to 
hays incurred all ibe epithets Avhich have been 
used In regard to an aaaassin-lihe and bludgeon 
attack, by the mere'' accident of haviag a foolish 
atick, which broke, it brinks again; and it was 
not, as 1 understand, until jt came very Bear the 
handle, that h« inflicted blows which he would 
not have inflicted if he had an ordinary wcapoh 
of a kind which would havo been a security 
^ against breaking. His design was to whip hiiQi 
but the stick b^'oke, and that has brought upon 
him these imputation."?. * 

It has gone through the country that Mr. 
Bp-ooks struck him affcr he wos prostrate on the 
Coor, None who know this young man could 
pnCcrtain such an idea, i have knov/n him from 
childhood. I used to have some cpnuol over him? 
but the (scholar has became the master, and I sup- 
pose he would not care much about my advice 
: now , By an hernditary tie our farailit'S are mors 
! closely united than any two with whom I hnvs 
j been acquainted. But tliat is far nnnrt from the 
I question. Indwpendent of his filial feelings fat 
I mp, and hjs regard for me na his constituent atwl 
! Senator, I have no doiibt tliat a porsoniil foeling 
\ of regard for myself individually iniluenccd hinu 
He approached that m^in with nro other purposs 
I than to disgrace him as far aa he Could; Imt the 
i stick broke. After it broke he was reduced 

■ ; to a kind of necessity—a contitigcncy not hppre- 
1 bended at &11 in the original inccpiion of the pur- 

■ I peso of making the assault, riotvvithstanuing 
' all tiiat has been said of his bnilality, he is one 

• i of the best tempered fellows 1 cvcrkaev,'— iiup<!tu- 



o<.in, no.dotilit, niirl nuick n> rcHontrncn*, but li'j 
ai<I hot' int^nl' wimt lion be n (iSHignc d to bini. 

Art/T 111! ilini hftB If on miitl mid (b<no,on n. pout 
h^ilnih <!Xiiniirmlion, Wlu\l in it? A fleht' jn 
Hftnfttd Otiivmbfr; irmiKiiif; in two (l('ty\ 'w(..fliiJs. 
wiiich ()n(;;lil not trt hiivi; aol;un(>d hii'ti from the 
flc!rfrvtc. Ht in,'!; rnthcf ii liiindHomc ninn, pol'bnps 
ho. would not liUo to ('xi)o;)n hirnf:olf by rtimklng 
liis nrtpcnmnco forFioin<! liirte; Itutiffu; hacl boon 
in ih<! Ai'lT'y > 'bvro wuh ivo re.aaon w)yo he tihoiild 
not go to ih(! firld tlif; nfixt (hiy; nnd mo wouhl 
deserve to be cnNhierod if lie did not fjo. What 
ilocB his nhy.'fician any? lle^iftya thftt there wci^c 
but two HeHU woiKnda; that ha never hA'l a ft'ver 
while under hia'cart urid attcntlancol iuiiil that he 
wM ready to cioinc into tl\e SomUe the nO'Xt diiy, 
but for hia advice; nnd his advice Wna^ thai nft 
ohotild not coTYie into tho Sonttlo, bncitasie it would 
flj^ffravntc the excitement naejiuy ^oo high. He 
dm not recommend liini not la po irtt'o the com^ 
mi.'.lee room to be cxtimiiied on the ground that 
iiiti wbuhda had ehifecbltd him, but fpr other coii- 
sidcraiiona, becnlicd U might aggravate thp excitc- 
lYJent already prc'^niling to an extent which might 
lehd io miacmcvoua conBeqiiencos. 

This, then, is the mode of redrCaJ^^ to which 
Mr. BnooKS rcoortcd.' I do nolsay what J sl'ould 
have advised him do, but perh&ps it was for- 
tunate that I ftl)^ei»t in one rcepectj Cot I 
certainly should ncjt haVe submitted to that ih- 
oult. rossibly it might not have bebri otfereJ if 
1 were present, thbagh I do not knbW the' fact, 
because I cannot,Bay exactly what would be the 
cbarse of ortfc of those personis. SyhoJiave a way 
a£ filbrifyiting spefecK6s. Perhaps, bdip^ in hjs 
speftch, he Nvouid have.hattto reacj it; but I think 
it possibly ^bat on the appeal \srhici 1 would^have 
madife ^bh iny discretibh, nis friendg injght have 
indufc^d him to; reform it iq ^ortje way so lia .to 
cohtbrm at least to t)ie reqjuirements- of coinmbn 
deciertcy ilrj putjlic pt)inion. If he ha4 hot done 
BO, I do not know what would have been my 
c'oUrdeV ' ■ ';' 'r 

iPpr this trasisaction,, as I have detailed'iti'ahd^ 
*ritliout the ihtplligence wjhich t hava derailed, 
bein^ b'efbre 'them, the JjC^isjature of Maseachu- 
S^lts have, sfent their feBblutiona here. . These, 
reffilutio'ns arc without a precedent in thelvi-story. 
ojf ' tliia country . I hope other Senators vv-ill speak 
tH 'themi fpr they are nbi bnly an insult tp, South 
CaVotiria afid her re'nre^dilt^tives ,in Congress j.but' 
I think theyassiSTl'th'c'Constitutioh bf the country. 
Before commenting on theinri, I may be perrhitled 
to'irtljude to' the first precedent of a congressional 
fight, which Was between two membpra from 
New England. , , _ , , , , 

'Thja affair is :^aid lo-^ an evidence of southern 
Vioi'erice arid sohtheiTi kiffiariism. ' Sbfrie pape^fs 
speak of the bowie'-kftife and ''the - i-civblVcr of, 
EoUHVefn blackguards. .Why, sir, the firjst %hi; 
vi'hic^ '^ook place iii .Congress y'a's between Mat- 
thijW Lyon' and Roger Griswold, from Connec- 
ticut,', Our ancestor's in those days looked upon ^ 
(igl^i with-Vfe'rjr little of the importahc^ 'wjiich' ia 
now,' attached' tq'ii!'' Th^y said.ii was "so' iihilm- 
^•{^Wtih't, that they' were vexed that so.miicli 6f the; 
ihivi 'of the Hbp^' wd^ occupied in considering it. 
'Je.Bee'ms thAt' 'Matthew 'Lybrij'origindllj^-aiii' 
I oflicer in th(i'A'rtrtj% had bfeen e'as''hiered';j6ihd 
1 RMrirdfea d wbb'difiii B\,v6i'd: He'thefl lived in Cori-; 
I tvMiiijit. At that time, knd '^t' thia^ ioo, in Coft- 



npcticut, (lu)re waa n pi-otty pr'-fising onijnipM 
n{J«inNt a ]o^^f rtiiin, rtijid h(^V,oal(f not stand U, Wfl 
hnd ItJ ihr)v'« bv^r into V(ir^i<)iu.B., new 8late,'tt»en 
fh'« fi bhtit'i^ of llio c(iiinn y. ilh ,Mim (t\i)^.m 4 
ihpml)cr of Con|:!;r(!H(J;frbirt Verwirtnt. Hti VfM 
iim of (hfi DtimoerAin. I Idiiprloho he v/kt[ dua of 
the Iletl RcpublicaAo' of tluit day ftajA'inOl!, J<>Jui 
Adnmf^'w adrui'iustraiibii. Was h<; a Dem'oCrAi ? 
Ml . FOOT. Yea, flirj \\e was n Democrat. , 
Mr. nwrhim.: it wa» hmto the c^nilcmiif^ 
A oin Vermont taiitfht Bcljpbl there* j ana Lyor^ As- 
sumed to be a kind of ^ipqtllo of liberty aiid'De- 
mocracy. 'Not satif/ttcd with' inBttuetJnfe t\i9 
people 8f Vl'i;Hfibnt, He went to ^fi'. GriawoItl 
U6n|nccticut;^too(d behind hi« B^iat anu'tbl^ hlm|. 
Sir. you do not represent ConnCctic^it corrccUy; 
r knbw thiifte piftcinlo; the^ arc mcati people; ihcv 
will take 01,000 txi do6n as $9;0b0'fbv * 6ftl»»ry/' 
Qriswold stbod'i;t fpt a groat wh'il*.' Firit\lty 
|Lyon Said, " t wHlr^b over, to COttntctic\Hh 7 
Will talk to th?yb 'lieoplei and I \Yill' liSjVfe Aii TA: 
flUence upon t'tem; I will show; 'whetjjer 
ought to occupy your flcat br not." GrisWQi'(1( 
said, ' I hope you will not ^6 with your woo<|«'h 
sWofd. " He repeated this twice ; ftnc| after isonie« 
body B.iiiegested to Lyon that, the ithiru' titric, Vf4 
tob nriuch, he spit, in Griswoh^'s face. A.grokt 
hMhbub was raised, andl/ypij was brought up, I 
ailppose, to hia perfect dejfight, to bci.tricu »i,ioi, 
whether he, should; be eifjiieiled, frbmi UV^ 'IjTpttirii 
of Ite^resentatives.or Hot, Oh the foUoij^^ng'^ajr^ 
Gridwbld involved "himself in a, diffictilty Without 
any cionsicjei-atibri., f^e ioo)<a;^bod hjckortr 
stic"!t and went ,tp Lyon,; Ho Sid: not givfe ]liilfn; 
any notice at all., T^cy* fbugM;?vith hltWrj, 
sticks, and flpit-boxea, aiii t^B^Si^vit'loX^-.pifl: 
House of E^preeentitiYes. Wliue the; H 
in session. Our hardy ancestors at th^t tlniii i|a 
not think a fight bf iso;niiUch inlpbi-tandQ t}iat thiy' 
should tkk^ it into;seriqt^8 coheiiiieration. They, 
said/ let them .bbth g^o. They i-6faWed 40 'expel' 
eithfer of th^jh: V',' , . " ; ' ' 

When M;r. Randolph elruck' Mr. All^tlri<i^i't!i((; 
matter w*is brbiight l^fpre thie Hpii'se; but 
of these things, xt^^re' <;6nsid^re'd;of ,a sujSpwht; 
i)tiagnitude to invoke the ^igh function 6( A 'lbig\B-z 
lQ,tu^6 sending its rpissi^ ff opgieps to iell Iht'm, 
what tjb ,do. IVIassaihuseivd ia the first lb fiftlh'c 
eiftm^-ile.! She htts. not brily administe'/^'<| a ifj^^^^ 
rirtiand lb MK Brooks without' ahy eyiit6t\C|^ ; iM- 
has npt only assumed ' to; prbiourice' jiidgt^li^nti 
before hearing, the teTide>icc, like a judgg jbwijjhr 
sentence Pn a tirimibal b'pfojrfe .hearing h 
but 'she; has iindertakferi ind.i^crirtiihately ' tp 'Mpyj] 
thafshfe demands of the .Cbhgress of the Vi))(«u' 
States to carry, bii.t her b'eheks in regard to. wlritj 
she coriaidi?rs.tp..be an piitt'age uppn the pttV^, 
iieges/of, the Sehate. ■ . . , . 
Can anything be nlprt , in'sUUihg- to, die 'u6.H;;^ 
; gress of tlid IJjiited Slates 'tha,n ihe^ spe.cl^cle 0/, 
a Slate sehdirig dbwii 4 .iri^s^c to, its;"fDl!thil^{' 
Cbmmons*'— a'.riiess^e .thtit they are, fo, nrb^ 
nouiice this b'r that'|,6^:mcnt?. Are'w:e;io5'Auort»| 
to this? J did hpt •syish to rtrake'the cbjites,,t-, bO.t, 
in my 'opiriipn, .thead ;ife3bIUt,ions, in Ihe iermk 
they impbrt, ou^ht nbi to hate been re^eivtd 
■• th«i;S^nate. . ,,, ' , ■■ , ■ ;'■; 

Taking all these (hm^h ititb' coiisidar^llpri , fit- ; 
dipted as' Mr, Brooks \a,s been , by an.' ex 'piirlt' 
■[ ac'custttion, .Witiiput evidence, ^((li'ilho'ut e'vc.i.i (lid 
iiadiiig of .* gifaind jiury,what is'.iU8,iio3il<c If 
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hb «Mi«o could go lief<;>)f«i i^ny imruuUal triburml, 
ai^d .1 co\i|d employ ctninHcl stich an t would ip- 
lB<>t, r>rol)|il>lv I vAfOuld chooBin iny IViciid from 
Pttljforntft, [Mr. Wki.)!.*,!*,) who livra in a fr«« 
SUidf who i* fin imp.irtm). muii, nn ndvoavto, n 
pOiUlomtin, A vimn of honor and co\trnpe. 

\t a civil action wore broughl liy Mr. Sumnkr 
afi;:iinni IVJfr. Bnoo&K for as^iauU and hatlcry, I 
>Tcdgc myBC'lf thqt, with oil the r'ojourcf » he r^ould 
>rin^ U> V>i« command, ho would Iwi able »o reduce) 
the Verdict to a penny damagen. What would bo 
ihfl sllatfs of the pleadiiiM? Mr. DaooKo struck 
Mr. SuMNRti, would be rtio jillegfiUoi]|. It would 
be ailmitted thai he aUuck him, and inflicted two 
(tiifii, vvounde. Mr. Sumner would reply, 1 am 
tvBeinator of the United States; und qUhough the 
Sfinato wan noi in aeasion, I waa in that aacrcd 
tcinploi and my character i» so Bttcr,5d under the 
l^rivlJeg^B oftfic Senate, that I am not to be 
Hs^llea." What would Mr. Bhoqka's oounnel 
Itejbin ? The rdoiijdcr would be, '« Sir, you had 
profaii'^d , and aisgraced the scat you occupied, 
pefore you were struck.** 
Then the question would be, what is this priv- 
:ge so much spoken of— freedom of debate ? 
he court would examine the question, whether 
•what was said was privileged within the rules of 
the Senate, or whetherit was a libel. If it shiould 
bbjpronou)iced be « libel, and I were the judge 
h^Rtte Whcitrt nn action were brought— if a man 
brought before mo could show that anotlicr in- 
^uTtea his mother, or his father, or his sister, or 
himself,^or'his CpUntry, I would say to the man 
^ho inflicted the blow, " My duty is to fine you; 
jjoii are' not justified by the l&w; but it is my 
gVjii:;!'^© to sar tlnat, whilst I will enforce the law 
aini'iminia'uMta dignity, I shall fine.yovi as small 
t, 6<iia as I possibly can within my discretion." 

Now let mis state the testimony in such an 
action. U yfould be that, iii' tjic absence of the 
Sentltor froth South :Carolina, Mr. SuMNEA/rose 
3n j^MS, seat, and pronounced what northern papers 
•dti«ibtB« jves say lat an unparalleled insult, not only, 
to tie Stat? of South Carolina, but to her absent 
Sc'aator. It is one for M^hicli' % cannot account, 
if otight to thank one of the Boston editors— I 
^Ufli, the editor of the Courier— for a beaiitiful, 
f^tiMj^», an undeflerved compliment, which he has 
fjiikiisd'tci liSy epeipch. J ought to thank him here 
{JubUtiljr, jSLS ohe ^ho has .independence enough 
tQ ei^j^tesfl hi^ opinions in opj)03ition to the tide 
{n'e^aiJiiig in his part of the country; In my 
abttence,1atlgq«ige was used of me which, I ven- 
ture t& &s,y, n6 one wlw) knew me believed. I 
iQi^H^piitiUiat question to the Senator's colicague. 
t ^Wow.ihotfeing t^ainst either of the Senators 
frbm MiUj^chiisetts personally or privately. I 
di^'A cay> aa neighbors and individuals, I should 
not have Ibe least right to complain of their Judg- 
nt^At ciutaJde of the influences which operate 
upd'h them ^tiMiclf-and politically. They have 
right here to attack any man's private char- 
acter- I hevers IraBsgrcssed the limits of propri- 
ety to reach ©vcr. ana look at any man's private 
character, t do -not "know th&t I have anything 
agaihst Mr. SctmneA's private chat^cter; but that, 
has nothing to do wiih4he matter. Here, in his 
place, in cwore ^officii, as a Senator from Massa-< 
dhiuis6«s, he uridertook' to traduce and calumniate 
the revolutionary history, of South Carolina, and 
»<.mi»rVB in reivaiithto onc of her Senators 



ot» this flrt(»r„ a coequal with him, to wliich i\o 
on© could have subnuttod. It ImppfiiH timt that 
BcnaKoJjjWUB tho cimHtituent of n m(;n»l>cr of tlio 
IIouBO of RoprcHnnl.olivcB, who wuh Uin frir'nd. 
That friftiid, finding that luu own bloiid wuh in- 
ouU'xl by an iimult to hiu nbficiit iclulive, wfi« 
goaded On by the miCesbity of circuinDiiinccM to 
lake some mcHHurc of rcvcDge. An I aiiid y<^8ler- 
day, surely uadur hucIi circuinBtimcen much is to 
bo pnrdoncd to the feeUngH of a man acting under 
such motives. 

With tluise remarks I diamiBs the rcBolutiona 
of Maauachuacttti, hoping that Bomebody eluo 
bpsidos a Scnntor from South Cproiina will nny 
Bomclhing of thcm.for I do not wish ti? identify 
mvsclf too much with them as apontonal maltcr. 
I l.avo attempted to keep aloof from tJmt. 

The Senatorfrom MftHfli\chuectts, in his speech, 
made one or two alluJiiona which I must inci- 
dentally notice to show how erroncoua ho ia 
whcnover he touches any subject, lie says I 
indulged in licentious abuse of Inc people oflvan- 
sas.» When he speaks of the people of Kansas 
I suppose he means those v/ho were' sent there 
by the aid societies. I orcsume he coiisiiiors 
nobody as the people of Kansas except those 
who have the impression upon them of the people 
whom he designates to choose and comprehend 
within the term, people of Kansas." He has 
no regard for the people of Kentucky, of Mis- 
souri, of Iowa, of Virginia, of South Carolina, 
who may have gone into that Territory, but he 
says I have abused its people. I uever did abuse 
them. I did say that the n>an who came here 
with?the so-calUed petition of Kansas in his bonds 
without signatures,. was attempting to come into 
the fold of this Federal Grovernment by a fraud. 
I did not use as strong an expression as my friend 
fromXouisiana, [Mr. Benjamin,] my friend from 
Virginia, [Mr. M4SON,] and olhci^s. I did not 
say that the petition was a forgery. 1 denounced 
it as a vioiatioh of the rules of the Senate to print 
a paper of that kind, or to give it the digni,ty 
of a paper coming from A Stat^. This is airtlmt 
I said. I did not abuse the people. But what 
doesMr. Sumner say of the portion, my portion, 
if he chooses to call them so, though I do not 
wish so to characterize ihtm, of the people of 
Kansas.'' He speaksof them as " hirelings, picked 
from the drunKen spew and vomit of an uneasy 
civilization— in the form of men-r- . 

" ' Ay, in the catalogue ye go for men j - 

As noundfl and grayhouiuls, mongrelH, epani^ls, cura, 
BbougliA, water-rugs, and deuii-wolvca. are called 
AU the name of tlogi.' " 

Sir, he could not have provoked me in the spi- 
rit of controversy to say that. I have no doubt, 
many worthy individuals have gone there under 
the influence of aid societies; I have not com- 
pared them, as the Benator has those who have 
gone there from ArkansEas, Missouri, and Vir- 
ginia, to the genus of v/olves, dogs, and hirelings 
froip the spew of an uneasy civilization. All ara 
dogs, in his entiraation, that do not come under 
the impnession of his indorsement. This is ian- 
gu'i.ge which I could not use of ainy set of men with 
whom J was not acquainted. If I were to scttio 
in Kansas to-mprrow among those very people, i 
think it probable that I shovild be on good tcr^s 
with them; for I have never had a dispute with it 
neighbor. I do not think tltese. people would 
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(TuHiii l) nic Uiit w)i«« think you of thin *h iiun-M 
r.i.'Uioii— lhi« rlu'loiical l)ombni(lm(;nt fniin tlio 
R('imt(i of the Ufiiird Statort, of ik c\mn of indi- 
viihtiilf, UN fioiiomldi; and hravc fi net of men, I 
donbt not, «h nny oilier, thomfjh, i)orha{)fl, m k- 
IcSH to fiotm; cxfrnt. I u-gn^l ilu; irtfluc |)ciu)in<; 
ilk KunHa;i. I finid licforc, nud now rcpofU, Ihiit 
tli(! VI y liiDl f;\tc' til whicli lliif" cotuiliy nhovild 
b(i n'durod, wmild liii to (-oinmit tht! nrbilmmi'nt 
of {'lent quoHtictdn to tlio Imhik; of t1i»5 nword in 
tlioliandit of youth willinp to contend nnd ])IfamMl 
witln the pride of enp^iifinif.!; in armn, nnd Inwing 
hrntoived (ui them all the fasciufttion which can 
be imparted by danger and triul. 

Mr. IJoTiiEU then goco on to show Mr. Sumner 
guilty of what bears a very close Bimilifudc to an 
mtcntional rnlsjimkrstanilln^ 'n\ charging him (Mr. 
Buri.Kn) witii saying that the peojilc of KiinsnB 
should be diuttrmed; and also .shows up Mr. 
SitMNEii's — ; now notorious — imitation of the 
apoBtrophc of PemoBthencH, which he ad nits ia 
a remarkable imitation, ant; is the best part of 
his (Mr. SuMNEn's) speech. He closes with the 
following Bcathitig peroration: 

Mr. President, I have c.onvi(;ted the Senator of 
making a speech which was not in response to 
anything 1 taid. I have convicted hiin of such 
historical crror.s as no n?an can mislakj. 1 have 
convicted him of making allegations against mc 
oi' being ignorant of law and of Constitutions, and 
yet when Jic vndertook to quote and expound the 
constitution of :<'j'.'^h 'Carolina, I have shown that 
he citiier ne v'ir reau I'ljt constitution, or he could 
not understand it, oc, il he did understand it, he 
willfully misrepresented it. He has been guilty 
nil llie mtppressio vcri and the suggeslio falsi. He 
ftjinnol escape from these propositions. ' 

1 have a copy of the Senator's speech before 
me, and now lam going to turn his gun upon 
him. I ask the Senate to see if I do not turn it 
upon him to such an extent as to allow me to 
a^)ply the apposite quotation of which I have 
often made use: 

" Mutato poroine, cie te 
Fabula narratur." 

Here is what he says of me: 

" Witli rno;rei I come again upon the Senator from South 
C!«ioli(iaj[AIr. Bctler,] who, omnipreseTitintliis debate" 

Why, sir, I have counted the Congressional 
Globe, and my remarks make but twelve pages, 
while his are thirty -two. I have not gone into 
tlie subject at as great length as my friends from 
Alabama, [Mr. Clay,] Georgia, [Mr. Toombs,] 
and others. My speeches all put together on 
tliis subject are but twelve pages, and his arc thir- 
ty-two; while those of his coadjutors amount, I 
suppose, to a hundred more. Yet he said I was 
omnipresent in this debate ! I will not say that 
he is oirinipresent in this debate, but he is omni- 
present everywhere out of the debate. He says 
that I " overflowed with rage at the simple sug- 
gestion that Kansas had applied for admission as 
R State, and, with incoherent phrases, discharged 
the loose expectoration of his speech, now upon 
her representatives, and then upon her people." 
t said it was a fraud, and the Senate said so. 
Why did he single me out? Again, alluding to 
me, he said: 



" Tlirrr wuh no px|rfivii(t(iiicn of Ih'i niirli'iil (iiirllninrnt 
nry ilt-ljiUr which Jio dirt rRpfin.t,; nor w.ih tlicrc nny ikm- 
xililo di^vliilioa tiiiMi null) wlileh liii did not niriliri. tvilli no 
itinnili oriiiiNHliiu, 1 mil t|!l'»l to ndd, M tonnvn liliii i'lont Iho 
•UNpieiOMof inl«nltiMini nljrrrnllon." 

I do n(,)t know that 1 have o.vi\r bnr.n an imita- 
tor in my life. Those who know mc bewt sajr 
that I tini rather SMI jfcnrriB. I never borrow I'lom 
DeluoHtluMU'fl, and palm ii, olfn.s my own. A« for 
my dininlion from the truth, let mo nnk, did ho 
tell the truth when he quoted the confitit.v»lion «^f 
.SotUh Carolina, and there was no such claiiio in 
it as he stated? Did .he tell the truth, when he 
uinlei took to any, that her imbecility was shame- 
ful during l)ic Revolution? I have shown that 
she abaolutely sent bread to MafluachusutlH. Did 
he tell the truth when ho meant to impute lo mo 
what he lias charged hero? I retort upon hittt 
everything that follows. 

1 retort on him the very langt'inge whici) he 
aj)plie3 to mo. He accused me of suoh a pro- 
clivity to error that I could not conform to iho 
line of truth, or was continually deviating fro;* 
it. I have convicted him before the Senate, by 
the evidence which I have adduced, of cnluni' 
niating the history and character of South Caro- 
lina, and of misrepresenting her constiiulion. 
He has done this, not in resnonsc to anything 
1 iuid said, or anything which was legitimntely 
connected with the debate. He has undertnken 
to charge me with ignorance of the law and llie 
Constitution, which is perfectly independent of 
his arbitrary dictum — the dictum, allow me to say, 
of a man who has never conducted a great )iw 
case in this country. I believe no one would buy 
an estate worth $10,000 tjpon his opinion of the 
title. I would not engage him to conduct a. cnuae, 
not that he is.notaclear man, but I would not 
trust him as a lawyer. And yet ho underlaUea to 
be my judge. What right has he to pronounce 
judgment on me as a lawyer? I ani reduced lo a 

Cretty predicament at this time of life, if I am to 
e Bubjected to such a judgment.! It is a judg- 
ment about which I care Utile-, arid 1 do not sup- 
pose any man would give fifty dollars for il eve* 
in Massachuaetts. 

" Ho cannot ope Iub mouth but oat there flies a bUmdei." 

I sincerely hope that what he has said ia • 
blunder. I do not know but that he may have 
thought he would escape scrutiny and exposure. 
I hope that, when he opened his mouth and sai<i 
what he did in reference to these matters, il wao 
a blunder. He said of me, " the Senator touches 
nothing which he does not disfigure." I can say 
of him he has touched nothing which he has not 
misrepresented, except it be in his general deela- 
raaiion, and there is no detecting a man in ilial-, it 
I is a matter of taste. I appreciate highly the com- 
pliment I received this morning .in tne Boston 
[Courier as to the merit of my speech. The 
[Senator saj^s of me, that »«the Senator touchea 
nothing which he does not disfigure — with error 
I sometimes of principle, sometimes of fact." 1 
j apply this to him with this exception: I say error 
; nearly always of principle, sometimes of fact. 1 
leave the Senate to decide between us in that rt- 
s'ject. Again he said of me: 

" He shows an incapacity of accuracy, whettier in staling 
the Constitution or in stuling the Jaw — whether in Uio liv/- 
I tails of StnlisUcs or the diversions of scholarship." 

i I shall not compete with him in scholarsliip 



for I should be vulnerabie there; but " meii who 
Wtc in gl{w8 hoy3eS'e|ipvildj)ieyp|' tljj-ow stones." 

"of Blluie thuigs (w)iicbj tpi^t JJenaior vi^nturgdlo 
do, J, think l^e exposed %'ni hcus« mosi when he 
ibfttle lf»ftt a£jsertipri/,^h^ the dctecition' which I 
■ fi'avb'Sxcd iipon luiii of eirror, injustice, and ma- 

' fjgiyty;' ft'^iii nau^d, upon l^JiiSi, and he capnot 
ge;t:fia'of it." I/cia^ hot how fav fankticismi may 

: intl^rtaJte to irtfluehte' the judgroeht of pubhc 
6pTnfqb,!it feahiiot alt^ t^c trttth. Trqth is 
Bdftie^fm^d sWW in itiaking its itftpression on the 
piil)Ri?4>i<i]tf, but, when made, it leeTid^hce which 
prbUutfeVa b^^ftf, t!^t cahhot fie resisted. That 

' Mlitf'Willj fjroW'put of ro- 

^'tt»rky, 'aiid thy i-*ef^j?en^^ t^tid is just as cbrtajn 
iVlJic truth of thfe evWeocejartdhe tajinotes'cape 

'■frbiH'it:' 

l^r, President,,! have detained, the Senate much 
l«nger;ilitthir wished. Whe^h I gaVe notice that 
f iiH'onfd' fepbak to'the resoIutionsT of Masaachu- 
' 'tki(i,ii Was" withperfect tonfidehce that the Sen- 
yHWr ivofild Wiii hils ae^it,. Finding that, these 
' Maoliuionj) werie.iiot here, oil Monday last I gave 
' hoqc^ thi^t I elioujd (^peaH on Thursday, Still coh- 
'fifleht llint he \v;frtild be here? Yesterday, havirig 
'heilt'il 'ih'al' perhaps' he. would', not be prei^ent, I 
?nti[iiirc<j iri us dchcate a manner as I could when. 
I Wd(fltl be here ? Although ojur relations are not 
'ffiijndfy, r did not wish to asdiime a position 
Wliicji would be even' apnareiitly inconsisiwit 
with fair chivalry and bearing.' I' inquired 
• liffehisilier he would be in the Senilte within a fortt 
*%\ghf,' liiii , it so,I said I woiild postpone my re- 
iml^'sV Finding that it was hiia purpose to go, 
'j^ yc few days, 10 Massachusetts,' and . that he 
"Would hot be likely to r^ttlrr. for three or four 
^?>i*lf(». T rnn?(< not allow the omvoi'tunitv to nass. 
I'hBve aleted these facta to show that I do not 
sl0ind here iaking^adVantage o/nisab^ehicei I was 
' iAltiHe io wait any 'reai|6n(ib1e tiih6, b^t I cbiild 
B6t alTow errdt to prevail lon^ef )rt >fe!ation to 
my State, my fiiend, of myself. This is my 
position. ' ' 

Bif, "if there is any one individual who more 
llian another regrets the occasion bh which I 
hftFe spoken, it is myself. I h&ve uo tenipei* for 



strife. , , I am paBsiug through the Uvst chapter of 
my public. Ji+e, and fiiave no -wi^h to identify my 
name wit^ aaytlung like a personal controversy. 
I h^ve^^eyer soughtit. Wheivthe queationcornva 
to be eMiifiaiDed find solved, Wj)o was the aggress- 
or it will bo, found that it; was iioi 1 on any 
occasion. 1 adniit that I have three peculinritips 
of mai^ner — ^impatlepco, excitabibtyi a'ld perhaps 
abscnt-mindedr.ess. They axe, pecuJioi i ties wbiph 
have follo^ved me froni the cradle. But, sir, I 
hope I have never known the, tiroe ;^hen reaspK 
and repentance would not suppress even a teiYi- 
porary injustice, If injustice is done to me, or 
a wrong or insult oflfered, I never stop to parley 
in words. I asic justice, and if it is nol ^ivcn, 
I never would be in the wrong if .1 could heir) 
mysfijfj'but when, I am in the right I do not.liiin* 
any man can blame me for vindicating my princi- 

: pies. . 

Now, sir, I appeal to. the good sense of ll.is 
country. I apptal to the lessons Svhich ilsgrave 
history inculcates. I appeal to the position hich 
it occupies in rolationto the history of the wor^l, 
and to the liigh responsibilities which now rosi 
on this Confederacy, notto allo)v itlo be dissolved 
in blood. If we are to sep£<rate, let us j^av<i com- 
mon sense enough to do it in a way becomiiig in- 
telligent men, who have learned their lessons from 
ther nighest sources of intelligence and wisdom. 
If wk are to live together, leli it net be upon tiie 
terms prescribed or intimated by the "lone and 
temper of the licentious and aggiessive laitgiihge 
of the speech delive.'sd by the Senator from TVlas- 
sachusetts. It is impossible for self-redpect to 
allow me to sit here and listen quietly to sucli a 
speech. If there were separate confederacies 
(n-niorrow. he dai'e notultev it v/ithoul siihiftetino 
himself to a peril which he will not encounter 
now. H« would then' put his section in a posi- 
tion to make war, and he would be respoijsrble to a 
highertribunal than that of those wlio have erected 
themselves into it under an infliience which 1 
think hiiist perish'; and I hope the day i a fast 
coming when the fires of that limited scctionatiBm 
will burn out, )r will be reduced to the ashes of 
disappointment •^nd disgrace. 
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HON. JOSIAH J. EYANS'S SPEECH 
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Tlic Senale. as i!i Committee of ihe Wliole, having iindei 
cciigideriilioM tlie bilt to esiablc the people of the Terri- 
tory of Kdneas to.form a constitution and Staie govern- 
ineiit, preparatory tQ their ndraission inf,o tlie Union when 
they h(iv« the requisite population — 

Mr. EVANS said: Mr, President, the subjects 
whicli have grown out of this unhappy Itapsaa 
alTftir t»re of very grave import. I would wilUngljr', 
very willingly, avoid, if it werc4)psaible,r}iijjgH 
an tfiia controversy. I have no taste for' it. It is 
ag«inst tii_e habits of the last thirty yeajrs of my 
life; for within that period, ao far as I remember, 
! have on no occasion found it necessary to malfe 
ftny thing like a forensic effort. But, sir, the 
Senator from Massachusetts not now in his seat 

fMr. Sumnek] hsca not left me a,py choice. He 
tas lliouglit proper, in a most ruthless manner, 
to assail my State, and to assail , my colleague. 
Thia. require.s at my hands fionaeihinff in reply. 
In making this reply, I do npt purpose To indulge 
ill any unkind language, much leas to violate any 
parliamentary law. 

The sub jects which I propose to discuss are, the 
IcRitimRte inferences errowins: out of that which 
ite lias iiiirouucea into nis speech, bo tar as 1 
am capable of understanding it— and I, certainly 
have no desire to misrepresent either that.Seha- 
tor <)T anybody else — the great object of the Sen- 
ator's speech seemed to be threefold: Firs*, to 
excile the people, the Free-Soli people— the "free 

r>e6j)le," tis he called them— in Kansas, to reliel- 
ion niid resistance to the law. That seemed to 
be lijs first object. His seconil objeci; wa.'},.to 
««a«il and vituperate my respected friend and 
colleague, [Mr. Bdtler;] to heap all the oppro- 
brium he could on the slave States generally, 
and the. Stale of South Carolina in particular. 
To lliis, sir, w^g added the further object of mjig- 
nifying, as far as [n him lay, the pireserit condi- 
ijuij, niid former, and particuiariy the, revolu- 
tionary, services of the Slate' of Massachusetts. 
Now, sir, upon each of these subjects 1 have 
•omelhifi'.': to suy— very little, indeed, in relation 
to Kansas. Sir, my heart bleeds at the unhappy 
condition of that country. The efforts which 
have been made, from the time of the pa.ssagc of 
the Kansas bill, 10 defeat its operation b-y means 
which I believe originated ii^ this Hall, have been 
incesoant and without any remission. Mr. Pres- 
Itjent, ^ am an pld man; and for the last thirty 
years of my life, the business of it has been to 
^ndeavor to arrive dispassionately at just concln- 
wioiis. I am too old to be excited by party con- 
flkts. I h-ive therefore endeavored to turn my 
aUenlion to this subject as di^ipas'sionately as I 
tould; amii the deliliorate Judp-frient to which I 
have come is, that if the people of Kansas— the 
pro-slavery and anti-slavery party— had been suf- 



fered to «,ct for themselves, the unhappy condi- 
tion in which that country is now placed would 
never have e;Kisted. But, sir, the politicians-— 
those who live by excitement — would not let ihi'a 
inatter rest, I have no doubt you will renj(?nibcir, 
sir, that before the Kansas bill was passed, liun- 
dreds of thpusaiideof pai^iphleta were distributed 
through this land, for t)ie purpose of exciting the 
public prejudice against it. It was branded na 'a 
fraud, as a swindle, as a breach of faith on the 

Eart of the South. Those pamphlets were ecliood 
aok W the remonstrances of three thpusand 
'New England clergymen, and laymen without 
' number. 

Mr. President, I beg to ask what wm Ihia 
plighted ffiith which it is charged that tlie S,n»(h 
violated in the Kansas bilj What was it.' )t 
was.sirapTy the repeal of the Missouri reslrlcii^Jn 
— I do rot call it comproriiise, because il ptirtf^k^a 
of nothing of the nature of a compact or cbmprii- 
rnise.. "Well, sir, wh,at was that Missouri restric- 
tion.'! do not propose to enter into a discussion 
of it. I desire simply to say thct it was an act of 
Conpre.sa. Whf»i Mi.s«ionri r.nmp Ik^co i-onniri n(» 
admission as ti State, objection was made that she 
waa a stave State, Missouri hail a right, I pre- 
sunie, to decide this rhatter for herself. She 
settled mainly frprb Virginia iand other slaveliold- 
ing States. ,,_Sla.vcry existed there extensively, 
and had existed there before the purchase of 
Louisiana, of which it was ajpai:t. Well, sir, for 
tlje. aake of peace, after, there had been tnuch 
discission on the subject, the Spiith, hsaded by 
Mr, Lownde^, agreed that Missouri should be ad- 
mitted, and that after that time no slaVfl'ry should 
exist beyond a certain . line. As I saiil' before, 
tl)}s was a ntere apt of Congress, The Pi'orlli 
ga^ve nothing for It, They had no right to oliject 
to the admis.sioii of Missouri as a slavehohfing 
State. It was usurpation in theiVi to jirctend thni 
they had a right to exclude her. If, tlicn, (lie 
North had no right to object, she gave nothing 
for this plighted faith of the South, as it is calico. 
It was simply an act of Congress, subject to rcpepl 
v/hcneycr Congress thought proper to repeal it. 

If, sir,, there was any inducement on the pfrt 
of the South to assent to this Missouri re.'iti ictiqn, 
it was the jbelief, which they had a right to ex- 
nect, that the slavery agitation should cease. 
They had .surrendered a portion of their Iciritory, 
that to which they had ae good a title as any 
other portion of thiq Union, and they had a riglit 
to expect that tire slavery agitation would cense. 
If anybody has right to complain oT thi.s bread* 
of faith, it is the South. The Slavery ugitntion 
hag been continued from 1890 up to this time; 
there has been no ^emission in it. If it l-us par- 
tially' died out on some occasions, ilie first opptfr- 
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tunitjr v/hic.h fir<v<cn!i!(l ituclf luin l)o(;n nei'/.i'tl lo 
revive it with Altll {^roMtcr viriilcnrn. 

Mr. PrcsidoKt, 1 ihi not iiropono to jrn furllipr 
on tlii« iml))i'c.t,. If. liiiB liocn ho ofdMi (lieicunnnil 
tint it wooiil Ik; nn iinrifccnfiiftry wniitii of llio 
limo of lIioMcimto <3iH' mo tontionijH to diticii«Jj it 
Again; l>«l this nf^-itntion Bci'inn to fiiive miifoi' out 
01 lUt( ((ucHlioK of RldVf'ty; nnd on tiiiil, I hiwo 
somv tiling to nay, ihoupli but Vfiry lillti;. fc^ir, 
llic 8outl>— llu! sluvc iSiiitcs — nro not proptifjnnil* 
inln; ihcy cuo coiit^'nl with tlioir iuHUtiiiioiis an 
Uijy i.io; tlioy are riniKiut with tliivl form of civ- 
iUr.ation which €>xifitH nrnonivi't ihiMn; th(:y <h!Bii'o 
pot to cxt»!nil it to JS(!W Enghmtl or to iiny other 
][>ortion of the 1ini(<'(I StntcH, ivho do iiot cIioomi; 
to receive it. Kut, sir> wiiilst they nr'^ willing to 
do ihir?,, there in noihingin their nal'ire, and there 
is nniliing iU their in«titutionH, which incliiien 
them to nimknii tamely to nny a^grcssiona on their 
ti^hta. If slavery bo »i Ain, it \a oura, and %vc 
arc wining to bear it. Ntjither New Enj^lnnd nor 
•ny othcr section of the ccntry coines in for any 
partirtipntion of it.' If, as bus been said, it is .ifi 
mcubua on the advatico of civilization — if it is an 
incubufl on tlic energies of liny people — that in- 
cubus refits on our people, and does not [>ara!y?o 
Rny olber seetion. If We are willing to bear it, why 
•b.ould others desire to relieve us of that of which 
We do notconipliiin? 

But ii i« suia, " You are not content lo keep 
your institutions in your owh Bcction, but you 
«c?ire to extend them to Kansas. *' Well, sir, 
if we desire to oxlend them to Kansas, hnvc we 
■not a right to do so ? Doea not Kansas belong 
in pftrt to the Louisiana piirchaoe? Did we not 
pay equally — t do not say wepaidmore-fbul we 

raid our fidl share of the price of tliat country, 
f gentlemen wish to know why we particularly 
desire to have Kansas, I can tell them. If the sla- 
, yery agitation had ceased, and if, after the Mis- 
souri ^cotapromisc, those who live in the free 
Slates would have been content to allow things 
to remain as they were, there "iVould never have 
been any movement to change that understanding 
between the two sections of the country. But, 
•ir, no sooner had Hiey succeeded in placing the 
Missouri restriction on our settlement of that 
HorUi western country , than bothlSouscs of Con- 
gress were flooded with petitions to abolish sla- 
very in the District of Columbia, to abolish what 
was called the slave trade between the States, and, 
inore than that, to abolish it in the forts and gar- 
risons and every other plftce over which Congress 
liad, any jurisdiction. Did T not hear the Sen- 
ator from Masaachusetts [Mr. Wilson] say, that 
it was. the intention of his party to abolish sla- 
very in the Territories, in the District of Coluin- 
biR, and everywhere else where they had power? 
If thoy will abolish it wherever they hat-e the 
ppyver, thoy will getthepowerwheiiever they can. 
The same spirit which would exercise the power 
will get the [lower whenever it can, Letimyman 
cast his eye oii llie map of this immense domain, 
extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, 
and he will see a space there, outside of the ex- 
isting States, abundantly large, to make States 
enough to give the gentfomen what they desire. 
Whenever you have sixty States in this Union, 
tliree fourtlis of them can alter the Constitution, 
and aboiiuh slavery everywhere. You have 
Ihirty-one now, you went only twenty -niue. 



Where are they to romc from '( Koikkih nnd Ne- 
briwikn can make fiix; Ni'w IVIcxiio will \m\\ir. 
half as many, (ilulifornia siiay be well dividrd into 
thri fi S'ateH; and llicv.« in no doubt of ilie fuel, I 
v<!nturo lo nny, th'il within the next forty or fifly 
ycj^-B ii Tyill f)« n'-.coniplinhrd — that i1h> hutiiiiiii 
wili be driven oat, and thoiio Inrfcr tcrriidi i' H, ex- 
teiidiii/;; from thv. Atliuitic to tlu^ I'lx ific, will 
divicN il iniiiKtatcH of ilutj Union. Wan it (i<iaiirt>, 
then, llirit the South nhould be ali>inu'(l iit this 
KliUe of IliinfjiN ? 1 did not hear it ; but I linveun- 
derntiioil that, in IBf)!!, a Senator here (V(tin oiit-of 
I 'lie free Sliitcs said their object wiui to build a 
wall around Blav(?ry— a wall of iVecnu'ii, to rtinK r 
slavt; jir<)|((,rty unproductive, mid to force ila 
eniaiicipuliop. 

Mr. SUTLER. " Cordon," wa(« the word. 

Mr. EVANS. Well, nir, KaiiHas, ixlli\(iugh if 
is but one State when ndde.l, will biigood against 
three more. And was it Httange, (hen, that (he 
South nho'tild desire poKBOKsion of Kanimg merely 
as a guarantee? There is no pretenue lliat tlu y 
cani occupy any ^thcr portion of thai iinmfnue 
region. Everybody knows that slavery will nut 
do forn farming ''.ountry merely. It i.sof no vnluo 
in a gi-aining country; it is off no valise in the 
mechanic arts; it con only be used to advhnlago 
in the cultivation of the great staple.^. 'I'hcre la 
no pretenric that any one of tb.e great stapiea that 
constitute ike ^eat material of our foreign com- 
merce, .>n be cultivated anywhere wi(Tun the 
limits cf these Territories outnide of the Territory 
of Kansas. I ought, Mr. President, to say, if\ 
this connection, that, although I have expressed 
out- fears aa to the future, yet, with such gentle- ', 
men as 1 see around me from the free States, I 
have nothing to fear. I know that the honorable 
Senator from Conneclicnl [Mr. Fobtkii] would 
do no such act of foul injustice as to interfere 
with slavery in the Stales. And if live question 
was to-morrow, \vhether the Constitution should 
be altered, and this great and cry i no; wrong per- ■ 
petrated, he would not do it; and I can say the 
same of many others whom I see here to-daj>; 
but can I forget, or can anybody forget, what is 
the progress of this thiiig? Why, sir, wag not 
Daniel Webster refused the use of Faneuil UaU ;i 
because it was suppo.sed he had expjcKscd soma j 
degree of toleration for the institution of slavery ? . 
Wnatguaranteehave I — whatguarantee can any- ; 
body have, that, in twenty or thirty years from, 
this time, those who are here now will ^ol be 
elbowed out as they have been in some of the 
States by some mon. iiliberal persons than tliem- 
selves ? 

These, Mr. President, are the reafsons why We 
desire Kansas; but it v/as not allowed. The very 
inistant it was opened to the slave population, that 
instanttherc sprung up'a contrivance — a machin- 
ery was set in operation of which I do not choose 
to speak — the object of which was to defeat this 
act of Congress, and, as was said by the Seniitor 
from Massachusfc- Iss, to devote this Territory/to 
freedom. Well, tiir, if they cun devote it to free 
^opulo'.ion in the ordinary way, without the uf>6 
of this new scheme of immigration of which he 
spake— and. which I suppose is that which has 
been in operation — if they can get possession of 
It without resort to this nev/ scheme of immigra- 
tion, we cannot object; I, for one, would not 
object. 
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Mr. Prc'Bi<i''nl, J now nrojioHo to Kuhnmu (uipii; 
n'lTinrk'i oil tliiH hutdd Bupj<' t, of nliuiay. !Sjr, I 
ani not fn^liK'niMl \>y nnnuio. A wii.n lepiMlalor 
Itiokfi to (iiiiij^H no wi'Y »>ro; iniil ho who would 
l('/!;iHlnl<! Cor l.tiui frjc.nl II.<'[hiI.i1ii iviiinl look to it 
HH it if). A «tntr oC ; /liiifjn (ixint iu-ro wliicli, jicr- 
iinjis, cxImIm f'owjicn^ Ibc; but it in hi;ro,niHl you 
ituiHt ihul witlj it na a wine; mid honr.Ht mixii idior.ld. 
1 do not irioiin in any rcinnikH whirli Iwliall inixki; 
to reproach MaHfachuHcttn, or any other ffulc 
or srxiion of the world, on thcHuhjectof the Rla^c 
trade, 'h in true that, at leant ho far aH South 
Carolina i« concerned, wc jinrticiimted very little 
in it. Some few islups were fitted out in Cn. rliiH- 
to:i, hut I doubt if a native of tho State cv.i- had 
niiy participation iti ;t. Hut, sir, I reproach jso- 
boijy for it. At that jieriod in tho hiotory of the 
world, il. wiiH ilioiijE;ht ritjlU. There wa.-t the coji 
current testiinoriy of the civilized world that, to 
Cfl[itur^! the wild eavage of Africa, and rcdiicc him 
ton fltnteoC subjection, to feed and clothe him, and 
civilize him, and Ohrijitianize him waa jio wrong? 
I say, therefore, that I reproach no man for U. 
Wo fi Mowed only the popular sentiment which 
prcvBiled in tlie world. Rut, air, I think wc have 
a ri'rlit to complain, and it ie the only comjdaint 
on this subject I have to make, that, if others have 
^one before us, if we have been outstripped in 
liiuling out that thia system was wronp, those 
persons wlio have been thus fortunate wili let us 
nlonc until wo ourtselves become sufficiently cn- 
liglilcncd to concur in their opinion. Thia, we 
think, we have the right to ask; this is all we do 

SRk. 

I propose to enter into no ethnological inquiry 
about the unity of the races. My own opinion, 
my own judgment is, that we are ail one — proba- 
bly descended from a common ancestor; but that 
ia very immaterial. We find men different on 
the face of the earth— as different as they would 
be if they were not descended from a common 
ancestor ; but in relation to the African, no man 
in this House, and no man out of it, can say that 
there is any corner of this earth, upon which the 
A frican race are as well off, as well provided for, 
virith more of the elements of happiness, than 
in the slave part of these United States. I assert 
it without the fear of contradiction. I know not 
from whence it has come ; but this I know, that 
the Africans were slaves in tho days of the Pha- 
raohs ; that nine out of ten of them are slaves in 
their native land; and thatin no country of which 
; I am aware are they received upon an equality 
with llie white race. In confirmation at the fact 
which I have just stated, that nine out of ten of 
' them are slaves in, their own country, I beg leave 
to refer to an incident in Park's travels in Afric^i. 
In the year, 1796, after having visited the interior, 
when he returned to the coast of Senegal, finding 
vessel bound for Europe, he took passage in 
> a slaveship, bound for Cnai'cston. In that ship 
? Uiere were one hundred an< s'^^'ty Africans. Hav- 
ing been a year in their country, he understood 
,; ihoir language, and wai' able to converse with 
• them, fie found that of the whole one hundred 
ftnd sixty, on.y four had been born free. The 
rest were slaves, if any man desires to know 
what it. the state of slavery in Africa, let him read 
Park, and Lander, and the recent book of Cap- 
tain Canot, 



Many of the nr;.!;ropK at the .Snuthure inlollip,enl, 
alt! oiij^h they huvo not much mental cultvive — 
cr-rlninly \wy liilli! tlmt in dirivcd from booki*. 
They an; an inipvoviiiR people — improving in in- 
teliii^inic.e and in mor.-ilfl. I have no doiiut thnl 
(he tinv will come when kUh\ will worl; out hi* 
own problem in relation ;o Africa. (Jnrlyle tuiyH, I 
think with Homo Ituih, that, all th{';;;reat rvontsin 
the history of man have geni.'ially liccn iirouurod 
by a single individual, or by b»it very f^cw; tiiaH 
tho gloat reformation in religion wan j)rodiii'i'(l by 
Luther; that Cron'iw cU r.ndliii? Asu-iocinli ^^ in Hn,';;- 
'. .lid produced a wondrouH change in the notions 
of mankind, iv rolntioii to civil and religious lib- 
erty ; that n i\>^V' im]>()luH wan given to this ball by 
tin,' Anieric.au Uevohuiou of which Wnshington 
was the chof-n inslrun of Pro\)dcnco to ac- 
complish. .S.r, for auglit I know, it maybe that, 
in the providcnc(;of God,in his own proper tirac, 
a deliverance will be worked out for thia race. 
At jjrrscnt they uro not fit for it, but they aro 
going on in improvement, both mentally ainl mor- 
ally. Of one thing I am sure — when that time 
arrives, some moro fit instrument will be used 
than those who have now thrust themselves into 
thin business, prematurely, and in a manner 
wholly uncalled for. I doubt very much whether 
Parson Pjccchcr will be a chosen instrument in the 
hands of God for the purpose of effecting this or 
any other great and beneficial change in theaffaira 
of mankind. 

Sir, as T said before, I am not frightened by 
names, I am not alarmed by the fear that I sliall 
be held up in some future fourth of July speech, 
or some college oration, or in the columns of some 
filthy newspaper, as the advocate of slavery. 
That has no terrors for me. I stand here lo legis- 
late for this country as it ia. If the institution 
of slavery be an evil, to whom is it an evil.' Is 
it to the master What injurious effect does it 
producti upon him ? Is he not as much of a gen- 
tleman, is he not as moral a man, is he not as 
pious and religious a man, is he not as dislin- 
gbished for ali the cardinal virtues as the people 
of any country on the face of the earth ? If he ia 
not, I have not found out the fact. 

If it be an evil to the African, where, 1 ask, ia 
his condition better? Is it in Africa? Let Park 
and the travelers in that country answer the 
question. Is hia condition better in Hoyti or 
Jamaica? Let those who desire correct informm- 
tion on that point go to some fountain of truth, 
and they will find it. I would recommend every 
man who embarks in this controversy with the 
hope of bettering the condition of the African, to 
read the letter of Governor Wood, of Ohio. On 
his way to his consulate in South America ho 
stopped at Jamaica. Let any man read what he 
says, and compare it with what he may txc at 
the South— not what he has read in Mrs. S^qwc'b 
novel — and he will find tho truth of what I assert, 
that the condition of the African is better in our, 
southern States thun in any of those couniricB 
in which he has been emancipated. 

I ask, further, is hia condition better in the 
Kast? Is a free negro in New England as well 
off as a slave who has a good master? and nine 
out of ten, I believe I m.ight say ninety-nine out oi 
a hundred, are good masters. Let the facts speafe 
for themselves. Look at the ccn.sus. Although 
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ei)nancij>f}tion Ima been going on, and fugitives 
haVe i)pei\ ,flying to the free States, the censiLia 
sfioWe tnat,' ih tne alave^tales, tlie sla^e po'pi^la- 
tibn haa ijicreased infinitely beyond the increase 
q'f Uffe" ^jroo: people oi colo with all these app^nd- 
aige^, ui t))e free States, If you go .othe records 
of paijperism, ^lid poVerty, what do you find * 
You' find diat he, i& d being in^nitely mpriS d^- 
grRdeS'tlian the White man. In l650, irt the State 
qf ]Vlas8A<ihuset'tsi uith a population of over 
900,000 white inhaibitnnts, therQ were 389 con- 
victs itt; her penitentiaries, and 47 bhick convicts 
out of a;negro population of 9,000. ' In Connecti- 
cut, there v/ere 146 white and ^0 black convicts 
iji |»er penitentiary. In New York, you find the 
BAfniJ oisproportson. ' 

'tiic resojus, that in Massachusetts there isl 
w'.h'il^ convict oil t of . qvery 2,522 whites, and 1 
blACk convict Ibr every 2o2 negroe?. in N<!w 
York, there ia 1 whit? convict m 2,056, and 1 1 
blailk convict 1^142. Virginia, there 'is 1 white' 
convict in 5,570, and t black convict in ll.fiOO. 
f do, not suppose that these figures present ex- 
actly a oorrect statement in relation to Virgihia, 
for 1 suj^pose the slaves there are not punished in 
such a' waj^ as to exhibit in prison rettirns the full 
result of ci'imfe. 1 presilme they are piiniahed, as 
ill South Carolina, in some aunnr^-jry way of 
whlcl\ no special record Is kept; but, so far as 
Ma's^a'chusetts and ISTe^v York are concerned, the 
question is settled beyond all controversy. 

The rapid increase of population in the ordi- 
nary yray is looked up6n by all writers aN one 
6f, the strongest evidences of the bodily cOnifort 
A,i least, of thq subjects of It. Cifime and pauper- 
ism are the fniits, not of comfort and independ- 
--<•--•;■-' ~'--»''^-~-:»".;-" ti,-. 

in Massachusettfs thete is 1 white convict out of 
2^2^» ahd-l falftck convict out of 262, exhibits a 
sthle ofthiii^s, slidwitig beyond ail que-'ion that 
in Hiose regions of boaifeteu iVeedom the black 
man is in a sad condition. 

I a^n sorry, sir, that necessity compels' me to 
speak of the absent Senator from Massachy- 
selts. , I do not intend to use his own language,' 
or *o bo unmindful of what is due to myself, but 
I have to apeak of his facts. ' What could be the 
-^bject of thcwotidro«s tirade v/hich we heard 
fVohi him about freedom ? Does he mean .that, 
in the ^tate of things v?hich Exists iri this coun- 
try, he thinks it desirable to <urii looSe three mil- 
I"if>ii<i of Arcirans' Tf ho dops. hfl frioans whAt 
fc W' pep phj besides himself— few consi'dorato neo- 
plG;-^>vbuTd fenpposo to be; practic-ibJc. llie Sen- 
ator from MiissachuaiDttB, [Mr. Wii-son,] who is 
prosen^ [^^s dcfineu his position. He disclaims 
tin.j light to intorfcre \<rith slavery in the States.; 
It a fair inference, nisi h^vc already rer^riryd,' 
that,- though he is now rosbained by the Coris'ti- 
tion, he would do it if he had Uic isbvper; 'bat in 
that I may do hint injustice. The other ^g^ator 
Mm Massachusetts [Mr. &'tfM»fE«l has neVcr, I 
bdievb, defined his position on thfs' pdint. He ! 
has never sard—in fatf^the contrary is to be in- ' 
ferred-— that the Constiturloh aiiTords usahy ^lar- 1 
antee. I suppose, then, (to boiVow' a manufdc- 1 
tartar's term,) that he belongs to thrtt itripe of tlie i 
anti-sittVery partv who deny; that the ConstitU- i 
tjon has guttraiiUpd tjluyei'yj and who contclid ' 
that CongrcHs has the power to abolish it, and is ' ' 



in duty bound to cxcrciss the power as soon as 
it canV This ia the doctrine of Garrison, and of 
some papers wliich are sent to tnc; every day — • 
n^ong the rest, One called the Radical Abolition- 
ist. Ff such be the Senator's views, I caii only- 
say that they'iTe ut'tcriy 'ihipractitablc, ( shall 
not waste the time of the Senate in discussing 
such a scheme. If it is to be done on paymenl 
of the value of the slaves,' |I,000,OOO,000 will 
not pay for them . 1 f they tire to' be emancipated 
and sent to Africa, that sum will not pay the ex- 
pense of their transportation and mafntenuncc 
there until they are able to maintain thumselves. 
If the object ot that party be to emancipa te iheni, 
and leave them in the States, it vcquives no sa- 
gacity to see what will be the rosuH. 

Sir, between the white map. North and South, 
and the black mati, there is a deep, an irnpfiSj-'^ibia 

fulf.' It is as manifest atthe North as at theSouth. 
n 1847,. I traveled (hrough New England r.nd 
New York, i was ten days in Boston and llires 
weeks in New York. During all that time I 
never paw a negro at work. It is well known 
iivere that a white man will not work with him,. 
This with some pifiople is the objection to allow- 
ing slaves to go to Kansas. They say the while 
man will not work with the negro. If there be 
any man who' in his senses believes tha_? the 
negro's condinioi^ would be bettered by emahci- 
pation now, 1 have never met him, unless h& 
be one of those whom I have seen and heaird 
on this floor. I need not say, what is obvioua 
to everybody who knows anything about the 
matter,' that his condition would be infinitely 
worse. , 

If these declamations about freedom, and these 
I onmrviisiovttM'nns) for the ooor nt^ero's condition, 
have any meaning — if they are to result m any- 
thing, 1 should svippoiac they would result m 
ggmethin;^ to b,etter his conilition. Now, will 
his cohduicn be bettered? No man,' I think, 
will ri^e h^re in his place and say tjiat it will. 

Bht another fruitful subject of declamatioi^ — 
the Senator from Massacuusetts spoke largely 
about it — is, that we send little children to tho 
auction block — tliat we_ part husband and wife. 
I can itiform him that this act which he tluisjustly 
denounces is as much denunciated in the State 
of South Carolina as in Massachusetts. Sir,! live 
in a slave. cOuntx'y; I live in a district in' which 
the slave population exceed^ the white by two 
thirds;, ana yet I affirm herei that I .have never 
known an instance in 'WhicH a. separation iias 
becii' Itiad'e' betwc^eii husb.ind and wife, or, aa I 
have heard,' moth'er and her children. Ifgentle-' 
meri will^ook at tho census. thcV <viii ^ec that by 
far the gVc^t<et- part of the slfi^fehrtld'ers own from 
td te'n slaves. Whea you'cbnac, oh the phr- 
tition of estates, to divide tliat fiutrtbet; between 
familieg;'thep; n-iii3t I'iecosaarily. bo sAme sep- 
anitfbn;. bhf' a^' to' putting' th(,!m on ihiq blbckt 
arid 8ellih_^'thc)n"to anybody Hvho >nay choPse. 
td buy , fl ne^tir heard of it; 1 never knew It; and 
I. do not believe the pi pnlat sentinleht'in any 
pdrt of Siiuth Carolina v/ould tolerate it for a 
mo^-int. , ' - , ■ 

In this cpnhactlon I mky say tho.t the man 
Legree, who has been held up as the model of' 
I a' 3*avcholdsr, is no mor'' «- r^proj^pnintivn of 
' tlic "Taveholdera of South Carolina, than a, Mas- 
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jjfichusetta man, by the name of Knupp, io of 
the niomts of Al^nsFachuaeits. Ktispp wm the 
neplicw of an a^ciU and respectable old gentleman 
wi'io had once been a member of the Mouse of 
Representatives, who waa eighty yeara, of age, 
Hna in the ordinary- course rff nature couid have 
lived but ft few yeeif.. Hia iiephe\v was so. 
gi-scdy to put his honila uii ''it. ^rope.yiy that he. 
Liredan assassia to en a,r .■',«< ^-haniber at mid- 
night find murrfcr *h" old mm in his 3leep. I 
quote not that r model or Maasaciiusatis mo- 
ral^, but it as iltiily ropresent« MatJsaeVusetts' 
morality us ;ii>s- follow lie^ree dt>os ilia ulavj- 
t^lders of the South. 

1 ani sorry to sti/ — but it is necessary that i 
shoulu say, that whatever opinion a northern man 
Aiay entertain at home upon the Bubjcct of sla- 
very, I have never known- any qualma of con- 
science to disturb hini when ho came to the 
South, aiMi succeeded to thij kind of property, 
either by purchase, hihGritance, or marriage. 1 
Lave never known any m&nwho came among ua, 
no matter where he came from, who, if he re- 
moved into a uee State, did not put the valiw of 
liis slaves in his pocket, and so off with a quiet 
and peaceable conscience. I do not blame any- 
body for thfs. If what I have at^tod of tlie con- 
dition of these people when 'free_ be true, he 
would have done thera%ii injustice by eman- 
cfpating them. If he had coi-ried them to New 
Jfifigland or.New Yorkj the strong probability is 
that the penitqntiary would have been their doom. 

It is very easy to be humane at Otlier people's 
expense. I have known two or three fellows 
who v/cnC from South' Carolina to free States, 
r«d turned Abolitionists. 1 knew ah eSc<!feedingly 
clever youn^ man, as 1 supposed him to be, Who 
removed to Mississippi, and there sold hia ne- 
j. . „. ^Z,^Z<j *>jui<i». xxti wciii. t,u \junj, auu 
tKe next I heard of him he was figiaring there' iii 
an abolition meeting, very denanciatory of the 
slaveholderal There was another man \vnd went 
fi'om my State, who was a Baptist preacheriVho 
had a largo number of negroes, tic sold them, 
and carrfed off his money, and the next thing 
we heard of him was an entire raailba^ full of 
abolition pamphlet*!, sent by him to his friends in 
South Carolina. Eut,sir,hehadthcmoncy forhis, 
slaves in his pocket, and he never disgorged k. 

Tliere is an extraordinary case connected with 
this subject wiiicli it is right tiiat I should state. 
I' has %r)me' peculiar significance. In tbd year 
1839, aMr. Call, who wa.sci rice planter on Cooper 
river, 2.'. t!io !..GUt!; of w hicli. tlio city ufCiiailua- 
ton is uuilt, look passage with hi§ wife, who was 
la. New England woman, and, as I iiavo always 
understood, an cxccedin<jly cluver lady, h waa 
the misfortune of this genilcman aiKi his wife, 
that tlio stcasiihoat in which tlicy took passage, 
the Pulaski, was lost dIF the coast of North Cavo- 
lina; she brolcc in two oti the liigh sea; and, with 
H>e exception of three or foi/r persons, all per- 
' ishcd who were on board, and among the rest 
this gentleman and hi^ wife. He lei't a large es- 
tate. Who was to £;el it? Mr. Ball iiad made a 
will, in which ho made a lar<,'e provision for his 
wife. The qufstion was, did she survive him? 
If slie died nist, it wan &. lapsed legacy; if she 
survived him but An- a i iouuMU, the legacy was 
hers, and would to lier hcira. 

Tiie cose of wi;.cii'i am spuuking'is known as 



the case ofl'sll vs. Ball, Mr. Pell, who I be.(lev» 
lived ill New York, hr.d marri<>d a lady who w«« 
perhaps the sijter of Mrs. Ball, or, at any mi«, 
one 01 the heirs, lie and t}»e other heirs of Mrs. 
liall filed n bill in the court of eq-iity for the pur- 
pose of having the bertafit' of this legacy. Th« 
chancellor decided, on the evidenca of a M'm 
Lamar, of Georgia, « verv extraordinary joum 
woman of unusual fortitude and prestcnce ox mind, 
that Mrs. Ball sur vived, and tljorefpr'e these claimT. 
ants, as her heivs-at-Jaw, were entitled to the leg- 
acy. That Bellied the right; and the property, 
conelatirig of over oiie hundred fiaVea, wft» or- 
dered by the chancellor to be sold by the master .i 

A'lothergentleman. who was eqoadly entitled 
with Mr^Pell, attended the sale; and, as I Itam 
by sortig pftpers wliich I have here — for I was not 
there on the day of nalc— -among th* nogroca to 
be sold waa a negro man named Prank, with his 
family, conaiijting of a wife and eight children. 
It is the uniform order and direction of the court 
of equity, that negroes shall be sold in families. 
This negra man had .be«n the favorite bodj^ 
servxnt efMr. Ball. This other gentleman It^tM 
some conversatioii with him on the day of sal«„ 
In that convermtion it was .understood that he 
promised the negro that,, if he would consent tcf 
be sold separate attd apart from his wife^and t^il- 
d-en, hfi would provide for and take care of hiroL 
Tlie woman ana th* children were put up and bid 
for by Mr. Lowndes, c brother-in-law of Go^r 
crnior Aiken, of the House of Representativnw. 
Ho bought them, not for himaeli, but for his 
overseer, tinder the impression tliat this cbn- 
traot wa^ tabe carried out in fairness Andit^^Obd 
i^hrit, the negra man Frank was jmt up, an<} 
IJOttght in by the agent of this other gentlemait. 

Everbod?^ SUT>DOsed that tbiji -wnn nil nVlif ""M* 
tair; (km, to the utter unaz&micnt of the people* 
witliin two or tiuree dayv aftcrwanl^, this mm 
FVotik was offered fqrBale to any body who wtmM 
buy him. There -wasi indignation exprtSsadi 
about it which /.his gentleman coukj not resist 
Hethett sold him to Mr. Lowndes, but still must 
have iifly dollars for hia proli t. He pocketed his 
fifty dollars and liia share of the proceeds of that 
sale, aj?d lie returned home. iSow, if any on« 
dssiws to know who that man wns, the letter 
wliich I send to the Secretary 's dusk, and ask M 
have read, will disclose. 

Mr. CLAY. Was he a northern or a soutljeni 
man ? . 

Mr. KVANS. You will loam that when Vm* 
iienr ihe ioiterrcaa. 

. The Secretary read, as follows; 

CnARi.KsTO!?, June 10, IttW. <, 
My DEAR Sir: Yours of tli« ^ili iiistatil, iiiclosiiiR Mnu 
TiffiiiV'!* ti.fer, lias bc-oii isccivcd. Tlie lUfts ol' tlif eaa» 
of Mr.' AIIilM SumiHT aro Hiilistiuiiially Ck)rri.'fr Jis smie<i iu 
Mr. Tilfany's iiDti;. In a conrpr-.-itiou wiili Air. Tillaii,;, 
wJicn I had the iileasure o(.st'i;i!i2 } here in l''c-!iniiir» 
alludinj,' to the fatiaiiciii aiiil potiticu! iininps of llii 
At)()litiom.st.s nt VVasliinu'toii, I oxprcssi.'d liie opinion tiiat 
they w«re .n tualod by iiodiii.'al ami s-.-fUoniil joalnusy, aiti 
not by niotiviis of pl-iliunliropy, and i iiicidentnlly men- 
tioiifid tl);»t till! iiiitniioos ol' ilie separation ol" lUiiilliL'D, «• 
olYcn rtic'lorically tli!fcr'l)i'd, was m n* rnHy hy the iiKcncy ml' 
foreigiicjf^', will) WPfp <l>.'voiil ol tli.ii iyioiiaitiy wliicli existt 
liclvvc'cn lliii iiiiiivi! I><>ri> sla.eoiil.lcr ami i!i<' slave. I* 
illiislration ol tiiy im-ii i<i;i, I nti'd m Mr. TWRiiiy thiill lliQ 
most Inliiiniaii mid ii'voitm!; p uic ,,f ilii- -iciiariitioii olT-iiii!- 
liesi (tC':;''nriy niiri el'>nu<-ii(lynlliiil''i| ti> hy tlit^ Hon. (;iiarl»'9 
^iiiiiiii:r, ' .-r(>ai.i;- : lui-lmi,;! --lini ivuc. iiiiii >/) ~iMl !itti« 
cUildiou at tiiu aucuoa-block Uiitt iiad evKi coiai" uu<i«r 



I! -J 



IS 



wv u^rvutiw) 1^1 the couwi o»" an ejpeiience of upwnird* 
m'ltialt » eMH>^«r,i WRii cwo i;; whicfe Mr. Atbnrt Sqamer, tJie 
^mt)i«r oC*,be ^eai. p|uu\e».8i^ittRW, was cbiet' agent. 

{Apjdnuoe^ auA laught^ in the galleries.] 
S^r, BTUAKT. ;f,Jr,'Pr*i8jdent, I thsist that 
tJt^^haijT Bliall preserve otUeV. If it is necessary 
to cfcar thft ^leiri«*, I hope it wiH be effected for 
ea' «hEit,'W»<«\|e xw^y know what belongs to 
the pitwfyrikrtii? tifihn Scpphc. If the ^ate is io 
be tnrt^'d iint^' a theater,- \el us know it. I woqld 
■bej^lAd'at .tfetathne if the Chair Vould exercise 
t<ka tittd^o^ly \\i<hi<ih belongs id him to clear that 
part ?^ the gi^ericA from whi<^i the npise enia- 

Mr. WEtliER. That would certainly be very 
tttoMr.' 'There could nolbs; more than two or ihrcc 

Ksrts'o'nli &ng<^ed in thedissturbance, ani I should 
ate ver^ mtich to see the whole' gailei y cleared 
b««aa»e th<Jre happened to be two or three disof- 
derty ^fsons in the Senate Charober. It ia rarely 

Jou Vf'ili ^nd so large an TiHscmblagc a? this that 
0*8 not confinin Simie persons v/ho do not know 
bow to behave theinselvea If the applause hi^d 
been a geneml thiftg, it would be propel to clear 
«.h,e galieriek', but it was confined to two or three 
rtiir«6ns-t-«(jt\n<)re than that— and I hope, there- 
fore!, jthat 'nV» notice will be taken of tlie matter, 
ft^d^tj^ai^f^iiece 'wil! be no further disturbojnce iii 
thi? Senate. 

The PRESIDING OPPICBR.<Mr. RjGLER in 
vhoir.) The Secretary wiJi proceed witii the 
rendih^ vif the fotttr. 
Thft Sec^t<ury continued, as follo-ws: ' 

t^iioii Mr. T'lflboy's expresaing mucb mirprlje, I told: 
biin thftt f wsD present on the occiuion ; that ft' at any time 
^. -..^^M .t.;^h nrnru-t In irM>i:ition the t)9ict, lie misi't give 
■tftwbwiattthority. Iittiugr«t«rr«>iiii»ii wiii, luvuttw.'! >«.<(./ , 
your ^roduect, (UruUlt yoa with\tie detniii^ an liai a* my [ 
nemory serv«f» me. Iti (be wtntci" of 1844, Mr. Albert 
SMbmer beeinni) cntitletl by marriage to a Aicttltmtiiresimre 
*g flie ««ati»or Ut. mi Mrs.. 8. uaU, of thii State, bra 
McnorOf tiw court of equity- ia l))»cttiie of p«u aixl Bali. I 
ikt « aale of tlie nefroe^, in puratmnee of the ord«r of the I 
cipurt, 1 wtu present, aad renlarlcei) that Mr. Sumner was 
TnlrjrBtftive Ui tiiemnno^nent and nrrailgenient of the sale. 
AMOny the negroea won u man servant reinarkakie fbr bin 
Kdelity t« J|il» lunuicr imit^r, wliobyllie officer of the court 
WB« attveitiaett^a l>e uoUi, as is customary, witli his fttnily. 
Our firienJ, Mt. Chwle* T. Lowiides, proceeded to the sale 
with the fatention of purchasing tlw arbreeaid tantity, (for 
tiis ovenMwr,) bat to the surpniie and indieimtiDn of Mr. 
hoyfnA^K and ■ other liyKtiMMlcri, ittviia discovered that 
the I'tttlier )>-.a been withdrawn mid oold seirarately from Itiii 
thniily, by tKt 4irecllon of Mr. Siimtlnr, under pmmise, as 
•MakwnatnnarMtA. of cTcat in«t<ii^nce in conutdemtinii of his 
Best8<irvic<!i>. CimI^i tlieise circuuistnncea iie waa purciiiunru 
if Mr. (Sdinner or hi« affeiii at a ntoUcmti) rate. But in 
a very nlmit time atterwartlw he wn« offured for sale by^ , 
Mr. Bunttier to more tli&n one |$«ulleman at a friee tmuJi\ 



beyond that at which Mr. jSumner had imrciiaftid him. Hvt 
these gttnilbiuea having rel^i^d to Rid luid abut u specuS*- 
tion so monatrous, and Mr. Stunnor liuVinu u.scei tniucd tlial 
Mr. Lowndes had purchascd'tlief'amily, ofteredtde servant 
at a prict beyoH^ that ot which i)e liad tnircl'in.sed hirn. Mr. 
Lowhdee fiitally acceded, having tbe e-cisfactton of ronlot- 
iiu; tho fhUier lo hi» t'umily. It ia a ciiOiihisuinue wos'th;^ 
of being meniioncd that, in replying to Mr. Suiiir»«r, Mr. 
Lowndoa, with the tVelings which till the boncm of afeiavo- 
iholder who fecl^ <iipiself to Ik? rhe protector and heneliaciof 
oi^hi»t!lftveti, took the ocrJisio.-, of i)xi>ressing, in a letter, 
(which he eubniiticd to Colonel At^he mid niyi^lf,) bia 
(lenuit'^tHtioii of tlie proecb<ljng in tctma tliat wouiJ have 
aroused « southern gentleman. . 

The above, as fur a-s my memory nerves mo i» a troewnl 
unvamir^hcd account of the case to wliicli Mr. Tiffany at- 
luiieif. Till! circnnistnnces are jnipre»«"d itpun niy memory 
from ilifi t'aci of my having Ueciv pa-iicularly nos^uaini^di 
witli them at tiie time, Imvntg been in c-unsuUation with 
Mr-'Lowndei, imd aa evont» which do vii>lt?nce -tO one'* 
fe«lin(j,s are ciilculattd urniiikc an unprt:.s;:ion. ' 

i will c.iil »pim Mr. LowiuSus fora siaicincnt of the cip. 
Cttiiixtnnoeij, as lUr iii< he recolhiclM ihcm, nod I may prob- 
ahly dcluy ihia to go simultaneously witli his. 

I am, uear air, with ititecii) and rosp<-ct, yon« truly, '> 
WiM.lAM B. PUINGLE.* 
Hob. \V::u:.lAM Aiksk, House of Reprcttntaliees. 

Mr. EVANS. On that Ictfer I have no com- 
ment to make, and here I tukc my leave. of the 
sub ject or slavery, 

Sir, I have been at the North. I have seen 
much, Tory mucb^ ther^ to odmire; I have seea 
some things that I should be glad my couhtry- 
men would a. ail themselves of^ I doubt nolj if 
northern gentlemen (I believe very few — none 
but invalids and commercial men — ete. visit our 
country) would come among us, aiid see our in- 
stitutions—if they were to see how practically 
this form of civiUzation operates there, very much 
of their prejudice would oe removed. 

fu^^/, ;„ nnthirxr fdnt f look iiuon With SO much 
horror as the sectlbnai jej^iousy wfaicli js xannmg 
evcf y day, and will shortly be fanned ^"nto a blaze, 
I few, between tne two sections of the country 
There is nothin|^ that I could do, consistent with 
duty and consistent with honor, which I would 
'not <h> to prevent it, I am na prophet; T would 
avofd, as tar aa I can, to look into the dark futvfe 
which these things seem to indicate. I haveo'len 
had occasion to say that I am a hopeful man; that 
I never look upon the 'dark side of things if 1 
can possibly avoid it; but it Ih impossible that l 
should conceal from myself what the poet says, 
that 

" Coming events cast their shadows before." 
» • • • , • ^ • 



• There are several other Jetters to the same effect 
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On morion of Mr. flrTLER, the Senate, aa in Cominit- 
l<j« ol* the Whole, ro^iiiti(-\l the cotisidrrn'iou of the bill 
{S. No. 172) to autiiiiri/.B the [icopl., of KiuiHas to form a 
iKJijslitutioii and Suite goveninii.'iit, i<fi'|«nilory to tti«if 
a<lmi>riio(i into U||B' Uiiioif when they have the requisUu 
poj)Ulatioit, 

Mr. HUNTEksaid: Mr.President, itwaswHh 
deep rcgi-et that 1 lirst saw the anirou)iccm(*nt of 
the passage of those resolutions by the Legisla- 
ture of t)ie Sif»re of Massachusetts. I was con- 
cerned to ace that great State interpose for the 
purpose ol converting what oeeined to me to he 
a persons! dispute into the magftiiudc of a public 
quarrel. Iti the history of the ' wo Houses of 
Congress since the institution of Hfeis Govern- 
mentj there have been ntany instances of persf»nai 
eolUaions ir M'hich members have bec ^' en^ged, 
itrising out of words spnkfen in debate; so 
far as I am ucquainlt^d with their history, thin is 
the first cttse in wLich any State hss ij«*rposod 
■for the piirpoae of taking part in such quarrels. 
When Mr, .Tohn Q,uincy Adams, oif Massnchu- 
settB, wa.s President of the United States, his S<<!ro- 
tary of Stote chalionged a Stliator from Virf'inin 
iu> wuiua B^MMitju II. ueutxie, tttiu uiu.quurrei luUM 

made ^va8 hot settlrd until two aftottt had toen 
(frxchapgei'on the prdlind. The Legislktttre of 
Virginia did not interpose for th« jJtirpose of de- 
manding of the Siinate to protect the privileges 
of i's Senatbfj or to shield bim from tne conse- 
cfuenceB of his speech; but, on the contrary, it 
was content to leave him to meet all his personal 
r*!sponaibilities, under the belief that he Would bo 
able to defend himself. -There h*Ve been cases 
in which merrrbcrs have fnllen at the hands of 
each other for disputes arising out of debates; and 
yet \ know of no instance before, in which the 
Legislature of any State has stepped ft^rward to 
prejudge the case, and to pronounce the sentence 

I can see no consequence so likely to flow from 
this attempt, in the present instance, as that of 
exasperating the unfortunate sectional dispute 
which is now ragmg in the country. Put, sir, 
that was not the only thing in these resolutions 
which excited pain and regret in my mind. I was 
concerned to see tlitif , when the State of Massa- 
chusetts Btt^ in judgment on this case, it had 
nothing to say by way of rebuke to its Senator 
for tho oflfensivo lursguage whicli he uttered, not 
merely townrdsa lan joriiy of the mcmbtTrs of this 
body, or towan'.s ci itain individuals who were in 
it, hut towards -ill the slave States, and particu- 
larly toward!? States of Soutli Cnrol.tria and 
Virginia. Not only did she have no word of 
rebuke tootrfirfoi'HKc.li ii fsn»»i>ch— a spppoh wKifh 
«illod otiMVorn iho vencrntj|(> Senator (Voin Mich- 
igan, [Mr. Cass I the declnratian that it was tlie 
most uiij.Hiiri.'; H; «nd uii-Aiaurican speech lie had 



ever heard on this floor — not only, T say, did bW 
iiave no word of rebuke to ulicr for the oft'easiv© 
personalities of such a 8(>c'<ch, but she actually 
indorsed and encouraged them, for slie reiuiJiea 
him her thanks for having made iliera; for in no 
other light can we regard hci n^soluiion "approv- 
ing" of Mr. SuftiNEn's manlincc,«r niid coufage_ in 
his earnest and fearless declaraiioa office prio- 
ciples, and his defense of human rijlits and free 
territory. 

Mr. Vrcsidenf , so long as the attacks on my 
State eqii^ated from a single individual, I had 
nothing to say, Virginia can H vi> under ,t^>c taunts 
of any individutd, I care not who he be; and 
portentous indeed would be the duy, IT itshouUl 
jDver arise, when can be said, tlje 

"FnScon, tow'rinR in licr pridij of (riace, 
Was liy a nioitstng cwl liawk'd ai, nnil kill'u." 

But vlbcn^a State of this Confederacy coi»«* 
forward to indorse the attack, and to thank th« 
person who has ntt6re4 what ! conceivo to b© 
a sla.idcr,*il'apipenff8 lo me that I owe itasadifty 
to my constituents and to mvself. as well as to 
others who may be CGncccncU, to exaraniejnto 
the foundation upon which this accusation has • 
been so unneceaaarily and unprovoke^y maAa 
against my Stittew ■ 

I pass over the personalities towards friend at 
mine on this floor— towards myself even, ■ofar'GUi 
I am included in that majority who voted for the 
Kansas-NebraAka bill, and towards the sldvehdld* 
ing States in thegenerility, to wliich n*elotig;aad 
I ?ome lo till? specific attack on the State of Vir- 
ginia, which I untferstAnd the State of Mass** 
chusctts to indorise -and approve. The Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner,] speaking of 
my colleague, said: 

" Hp holiU tl»e oommtdnioTi of Vir»)iiira • hnt fcd «»«• 

reprni»pnt timt early Vinfiiila, i'o ili-nr t" <fir ttt^ang, whieb 
gave to us tli« pen of Jctferf-on, Uy which the i't|tmlity of 
men was deoiafiid, anti tliu s>wiinl til VV,l^ilillst'^n, t»y Wliicfc 
iuih'iM'iKionce wsw secured ; hul In: n-prc-Mjiiiw ilml other 
Virciiiiii, <rom which WRshinijdin iind Jctfi'i'soti 110* overt 
their fa'.-es, xv\\w. human hciiisp tire lin-l n.i cattle fwr tlM> 
shnmbloa, lui'd tv here 11 diiiiRoon r(iwnr<1« lUe pioiit) infitrcm 
who lunches liult^ i-liililrmi ta rclK^vi' thnr lidiiil^gt hy reel- 
ing the Hook of I.ifu. It is pri.ipiT tli;i( such n Si-naior, 
reprcHeiitiiig hucIi u Statu, should i.'il ag-.iinxt I't'sv. X(mEias>'* 

The /^undafion upon which this accusation 
rests — and it has not ev^n the poor merit of ori- 
ginality 'viih him who has last ma(ii\ it, is the fa«ft 
Uiat siavor^f, and na a coii.tfn|iipii<:c of it the slave 
Irndf-, pxifiifi m tho Stnif. oC Vir«;ini;- • tiiii*, is to 
,say, slaves an; notouly heM ii, ''oinLiin, i>ut, being 
treated ns property, it f o11;a\ •> n -; !, ccrisiietiimnco 
thni thf't' nrp <inl<l fi-.>i» v.rv''';"r. .I'heHS* 

"nro the fuels upon wliicii tlie altark h biified. 
TIk! coloririg in whii'd i( in diessi'tl up dppend» 
on the fancy urtliij a^te ofiiitn who moy happen 
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tO'Uno tlin Imiwh. 1 nny il r'^t ever the poor 
inorttof<»rigiiittli<y,i>vi«. it i«n Nlftldund hftckiuiycd 
reproach iu iho civnl of all'ilic ?\1)(»liiion ncwa- 
pupfirw, It wnu mnilo hy a (l)st>n;;\iiHhc<l achf»mt 
mini rUoiorician on tbo \»U»cr buIv of Ihe wator, 
who, t\>»(»iv{(:^' !-^ati>B of VirglniuiaiiMl North 
Carolinii for wjml called th*i donu.stvc mlnvn 
Irodo— n nuut wUo, thoiigii diHtingumlHid for Win 
felicity in picturtt writinjj, tooOflon m«rB iiJiyflftot 
by tlio ox(r;vviii{c;inc.o o( ilio coloring wldoh ho 
Yigctn — I mt.nn' l.iic ccIcl>rQtcd Macaniivy. Tlio 
foundation oi> wiiicU thin reals i», thut owing to 
Uie fact of the juxUipoiiiiion of tlicso two i-hcob 
On dur BolI, ulavcry 'hi*s flowod from it rus n 
rtWifiWinry intidcut. TliCsifi ixro oirtumHtanccrt of 
Mif, btandtn^, uud for wliicli v/tf are no more 
«>iij)Ohdiblo i!mn il\oeic wlio accuwe us. IliRtory 
J»V6«!fl lUttty eo fur m» Virginia, was conconicd, 
thia justllution w*»h fuatotioa iipon horagiunst her 
rft^nWrt^triuncc by tl\e Uriti«h GovemnH'nt. llis- 
td)ff also IIhuvo, und ilifi Sonatuj tronn Mnnfiachu- 
*rtliR confc88CH, conijdicity of State in his 
epcech, tliiitlho kKuo was sold to ua in grpal pnrt, 
hf the mon iSi' Old England and New Eilglund; 
*nd Bwr^-ly the buyt^r could not have b«en more 
^sponsible thtvn lurwito sold to him. 

£<foW, sir, out oi'ilw (A-x that these racca have 
tjeoi'a standing to^cilicr side by aide in great Jium- 
bera in the r»-'(\uv>n of mnator and slave, it has, 
followed llmt the happiness of both races requires 
that this relation should be kept «p. Th^ has 
Wen proved by il»e oxperience of the Britis^Gov- 
ecnntent itself-, and if there Twero no sufch experi- 
ence, it could be proved by any one who knew 
h<nt to reason upon tho prmciplea of human_na- 
turo. Turrn them loose to-morrow tside by side, 
9adi you would see tl*s black race perisiiin^ in the 
■ fierce' competition which would ensue with the 
riqaeriorwftnd white race, .which was dominant 
ftround it. You would see either that, or you 
Woold w* that as they increased in numbers, mid 
pApnlation began to press upon the means of sub- 
sistettce, iJie white man would leave the country 
taid ^jandon some of the fairSst portions of thie 
eontineiit to the Occupation of the negro. We 
kndw that fiiom thuexfK'rimtntwKich has already 
hben tried. I may say that" liuman nature aiid 
the experience of .Stales aronriH us both teach 
OB tlial, although the slave would be nominally 
emancipated, he would in fact bfe in far worse 
bqndJige than he was held before.* He wotild 
hftve not one, l>ut miiny masters j and instead of 
hating some oise person who^waa- responsible for 
his protection, who was linked to hiTn.aBall per- 
sons lire who iniK.Tit slavfs, by the tion of a cer- 
tain sort of fiimily coniu.'ction, he would belong 
to evciy while mftn,snd nobody would be re- 
BponSibfe for tli»; treatment by which he WA-a 
ifxushetJ. I Puy ihia is proved, too, Iw thf^ cx'iiRri- 
mcril which lias been tried Ijy the Engli«h Gov-' 
ernment itaclf in J ho West India Islands. We 
know that if a piuiil«r experiment were tried 
here, its cfft.ct would he to snljiuitute barbiirism 
forcivilizatio!!, wnd ibat th.e wildernefjeand wnste 
would begin to cncroacli at once upon, tnc culti- 
vated field V 

We know, on the olhpr hand, that under this 
* institution of slavery we can pi'escnt more timn 
three millions of AfVican negroes w!io exhibit a 
greater dejrci c ot progress and improvement, of 
aappsriOBs'atid viriue, ihan tiie same member oi' 



tha< race who can b» found under any other Gov- 
ernment or in any other clime. I «fty, then, thnl 
wo can jioiiit to all thcae things to prove, t\«d to 
show, tnut the holdinr of these mtui iu bondage 
is tjhfft n^cvssary^X'iyiilt, of those cirnumHtrmcos 
which originiUtd yiutpf lliti ncilon in tut o'f'Old 
Englnnd aiid of NovW F.njtjland hersMf. "N6it, if 
xn can show thixt iho pre>iervRtior> of thiti rcla- 
fuih inuH5Kt«!> tli* litiirtiffit both of the wliitii nnd 
tho bliick 7'acc,and thiii to desiroy it would elTccl 
n (-ruel iiijury to each, do we not show what juo- 
tifiCR UR nt holding them in tlint Cvbixbtion? Do 
we not give reusona which prove that it .in our 
«l^utr to do so ? 

uy what ripht, then, d*^cs any lilnn reproach 
us for doing that which places ihe sociely orouir 
country in the very beet prtssible position ? Kir, 
the Btntenman is not teapon^ible for not attain'-' 
ing the greatest idet^l good, He ii^ responsible 
for not doings the best under the circumstj^ncesi. 
and ho who has done that bits discharged hwfull 
duly to hia rtvoe and lo his principles. Are we 
to say^ wo will put down any orjt^anivtiU ion, social 
or political, in wdiich we find individual cases of 
evil and injustice /* Whiit uncial system or insti- 
tutiona would stand.* — whsjt goycrnment on the 
face of the eerth cou'jd endure. for a minute, under 
such a doctrine? We know that in tlte great 
scheme of creation itself, framed by an all-pow- 
erful, all-wise, and. all-good ftung, evil exints. 
He Dermit3 it, and why> we do not understand) 
but lie does not (jestroy the works of his creation 
on (his account. We know thc.t, in any form of 
society which could be oirgahized.^'vil must ^^ist*, 
and to reproach n stateeman or a p<;opie bccausft 
in their 'institutions -they mcy not have attaineiS 
porreetion, is to don^and of them more than m 
possliblo for &uman, nature. All that tixfij can be 
required tp. dp is \vhat is^best under ihacircume- 
He who demands more, ; and makejJ 
war upon all Governments in which more is not 
efffc^tea,' is an enemy of his race, and a disturber 
of Ute peace of mankind — a man to be ranked, 
not witn the statesmen, but with tlie madmen of 
the world. 

Now, sir, I ask if both reason and expe^rience do 
not prove tlial to retain these two races in that rela- 
tion on our, own soil is the very be^t tlung which 
can be done for them ? But, Mr. President, the 
misthicf of the attempt to turn these siavesloose, 
for the not doingof wiucliwearo thus reproached 
both abroad and at jiome, would not be confined 
to the two races on our soil; ii would extend to 
those ve^ countries which hurl lhct;e reproaches 
at u3, and to the whole civilised v.Mvld. There 
are probably as many people outside of the slave 
Stales who derive profit and cxi*lence frwm the 
proceeds of slave labor, as are to iic; found wiihin 
thern. On the great etivple of slove-growti coUon. 
it is now estimated tiiat nearly, or ipiile, ihre« 
million liriush subjects depend for tbeir subsist- 
enoe. 1 lake this from the recent di-clarntion of 
the. Muncbester Pence Society, and J have seen a 
similar declaration before. Wlien we come to 
add ths number who depp-tid on tJie lahcr slave- 
grown st!vp!os,not only iii Great Britain i)Ut inall 
j Europe, and in tlie (Vec Slates of our own Coiv 
: fedtnacy, we should fuui, 5 believe, that there 
: Were more depending for their exiHteueo (♦n the 
i in'itiluiion of slavery, and iis profiis, ntiTside of 
lour Blaveholding iSutes ihaji williiu ilinu.* W« 



iihftulil find, proUnhty, tf wo cout<l purnnrt «>io in- 

!|Uiry Blricliy nnd ncf:«>nitrly, llift! M«nH«r,liui»cltffl 
loiuolf io mofi' inl>'rcHlf!(3 in the projiis of iill«vo 
}»hor, nwl MihmntH » Inwr numbfir r>f pcoph 
xiipon it, tiimivK^, pftrbnpo, ilu" Rinlivi of Miirylmul 
or Mifl.iouri, or cvfinnonKi othor niftvc Stttt«8 v/hAch 
1 mif!;lit enuiin'iviio. ' 

Not only iliiB; liut.th*^«p who UUm mnko nln- 
▼nry profiiifliNi by cn-ntiii,"; Jlin Jptnnii'd foe (he 
prodnctK of slnvo liilior, nfo iin miuli K «ponfiil»lc 
for t.h^>ir)M(:l\iiio(i nn we iiic who own the rtlnvfsn. 
1'ho d« fl<Ili(!»i l>low l!mt could U« d^nlt to nlfvvrry 
■would Ix! Jo rol\iHi5 to p'ncivo Ui(! prodnctfi of 
•Invc Iftbor. Do thnl.aiid you destroy the <lo- 
maVid which nmlcrn it pwfiinWo. Do tiiat, Rnd, 
no fur iiin Old Faiglfoid or New RnRtHnd nre con- 
cp.rnpd, you would do it ftt only a nccuniRry 
flKpensi;; hut it would coat us not innoly money, 
bxit our Rociftl nnd poliiicnl Imppinena. Tlioy 
c</uld do that nt a mtre pucUniiiry oxp^ns(;; biit 
will they do it, or Lnvo they done it? Why, sir, 
it ia R little ri;morkdl)Ic ilmt, in this very philippic 
■which Macnulo.y uttorrd n^ninwt the institution 
of n]H.Vf:t y ill Virgiriin ftful North Car.iiina, ho 
■wna en;^.'i{>;("(l in t'lC Work, in which he iuccecded, 
ofii'C[><iiliii^iIiedi8critninfiti()na^^ailiRtMlavc-gro<vn 
•ngur, which hiul been made I'br the benefit of 
thoir own colonii.'H, upon they had forced 

emtincipiuian. He itot only mode it to force the 
repeal of ihnt discriininaiing dtuy, but he suc- 
ceeded; nnd FJiiffiand did repeal it, xotwithatnnd- 
ing the ol'lifr'itions wiiich siie owed to her colo- 
nics, on whom xhc. had forced this harsh rncamaue, 
to give them, at least, that advantage her own 
markets. • » 

If wc examine the history of the institution, 
wc finil, as I have just endeavored to show, from 
ita colnmenc-t-mcrit to the present period, that 
those who now repror.ch us arc as responsible 
ae ■we. In the first instance, they sold the slave 
and we b^)ught him. \Now, we s^il the products 
of his labor and they buy it. The Complicity is 
the same; the process is reversed.. It naa been 
waid, sir, and well said, that tlic Judgment of him 
was to bcLcommended, 

•» VV'iio twnt tlie tliier that stole the gold away, 
* And imiiwlied hini wUo put it iij Ilia way." 

TJpou that principle, 1 submit that, if there be 
gtrilt 9hd i'f there be ■w^rorjg in maintaining this 
relation, they are as respv'insible fof it as we are. 
But i» point of fact there is no^uilt either in the 
one or in the other. The wrong is in converting 
that tnto matter of repjoach against us which 
is not prbjjerly the subject of reproach, and fot 
which i if It were, they are as much responsible 
«sw«ftre. 

Mr* President, it is said that slaves are sold as 
chattels and as properfy from one to another in 
th& States io which the institution is tolerated- I 
knov/ that this presents a splendid field for decla- 
mation; and if 1 had not known it before, i should 
have known it after following Macauiay in his 
display upon this fiubject. I kriow that individual 
chse« may be Beleclud^ some of which arc real, 
and some of which ar<i imaginary, in which hard- 
ships and misery may bs shown? but notwith- 
BtAnding eli that, I say the ^practice of selling 
tliem from one to another, and the slave trade it- 
self, la the very safety-valve of the institution, so 
far as both races are concerned, in the South. It. 
ia owing to this that the slaves have been &b!e to 



make t!io piogrcsw which Ihry have (Vono. It Ri 
through thiH (irocehu that th» y ncriuire the Tneanm 
mid Inmlitien for emigt nlitm whidii nre neceswary 
for the improvement of evorv race thftt haw evot" 
nmde any linprovfmeni in the hlritoiy of man. 
The rttronper ractm nauufy (his necewnity of th«ir 
condition by armed eiui;;n»iion; fho wenkftr «r<i 
injjd'i to do it by fop.'.ed enii;;r»tioii; rtnd hlMlory 
hIk, vb that the African liHHprrfonried hm «hn-re of 
iliat proceaf, from un n^o beyond (hedjito of th« 
pyiainidfljii! (Iiec/ir'uaii ofihe ulaveliadcr. Somft 
of the very routfiB wtiieh he ilieii tmveled are 
purfiurid by him. now for the nnini' purpofios nrwl 
obj'^cts as if they liad been traced out: for him by 
«ome inexorable law of niUuie. 

We know from exjierienrc that in the southern 
States it is this which has miti<j!;ni(«d llie Institu* 
tion and amelioraiid hiw c-ondilion; hecnuso it in 
under this, that, when population begins to preuai 
on the meafle of subsistence, h(. in removed from 
n place where his labor pays but little to one in 
wliioh it pny< more, nni only to the mnifte' but 
himself, Aitlioiigh it mt>y seem to be hard thai 
he should be thus forced {o emigrate at the will « 
of another instead of his Own, yet, when we com* 
to scrutinize (Tlo.sely the nrocopif , we find (hat th© 
line of emigration whicli he pursues ntcordipff 
to Iho laws of trade, is precisely that line whicft 
iiG would take if he ^velc to follow only hi» 
own interests. Should wc not fi»\d, if we wera 
to examine it, in the history of the emigration of 
whiles, as many individual iiistane«B of misery 
and suffering, OS many caiscs of scparatifrti betwcea 
members of the mime family, us we do amongst 
the slaves who fire thus eold from one Slate 
another? 1 believe tiiat, if wc could trace the 
ftiatter, we should find that the emigration fiora 
the Sutherland prop<?riy, in Scoilimd, (Mr. Mqt 
caulay's own country>) was t\s involuntary ift 
its movement and as kni in it-s consequences to 
those who made it, aa any that ever took place 
from Virginia or North Carolina to the cotton 
States south of them. In the crowded population 
of the Old World, 1 beliuve we could find instanceu 
*Df emigration forced by eircumstnmces which 
would narrow the heart fuiiy aa deeply as any 
that could be referred to m our States. 

Why, Mi*. President, imder the operation-pf 
this trade, the effect has been that the moment 
the negro's labor becomes cheap in one regioti, 
and . he gets a smaller share of the profits of his 
labor, he is transferred to another where the 
profits of bis labor are greater, and'where, of 
course, he gets a larger share, and where, in th<» 
end, he receives more consideration. Stop that 
trade to-morrow, and I believe you would inflict 
the greatest curse on the slave in the South that 
could be inflicted upon him. Pen him up in the 
old Slates, and the consequence ni*st be, either 
that he must perish under the sufferings of a 
cpilipion with t}\e stronger race, when population 
presses too hard ripon- the means of sub'sistence, 
or else the whites will abandon the country, and 
leave it to the negro and iiis original barbarism. 

Under these circumstance.'^, if this process ba 
one of relief and amelioration to the slave,! a/sjc 
how is it that it should be the subject of so much 
reproach to those who permit it, and who find it 
necessary for the improvement of this very rax>9 
that they should do so? If in truth il did descrvo 
the reproaches which have been cast upon it— 



if Irullii, V,if,';iriia did nccusalioim tWinmo tho 
MfhwU hi!>v« Ihcu iIium ^nivdo, i R»k if it lies ii» Ihc 
wiouih of Old 1iln?:liind,andNow EnRlnnd , touUor 
(l)i!m? \ if iiwfuiftutof Uioic'nuvorH iju.fttsho 
lnoul a njj,h\i lo ^X|>«!r.t. ouch an wrow,to1»«dirc(;l«d 
IK hcrf t.IhVfj 1 not fhnwh llml tlicy wcre no 
ttBiiiinHibU" niM wci .for tlifl oiiTvitriJilniKnn? wUicli 
mnko thin ii»«tiuilion iiecciinusy; tlwt if woro 
dio liuyora tJiny wcro the srllora; nnd thiit if Vo 
miW tl)o 'pro^iuct of slnvo labor tlioy buy it, ami 
oontrilnitu llioiir full alinio io iho miuutuimnco of 
tUo instilHtion? If 4ht;y would destroy oil Undo 
from wliicli '.hero rrmy be possible t>vO, -why do 
Uu'y continue this, upon wbi<;li the inntituliom of 
tlifiir AttaclcH di-ticnd;i for its cxisfcnre i" 
. 8ir, in reguru, lo MnBi>mrhu«ettfl, tsha wns not 
only glad to rcccivoournasifitnnroin tlie-Ucvolu- 
tion, when wu both held nnd sold sJavoBj but she 
waewillinu: to (tdmit u» into the same family with 
liorftelf. The men of that day— lhei»i.Ttien of the 
rsvolutionary generation who covered the nttmo 
of Masattchu»ctV8wilhti;lory,thcgo»er(ition which 
produced the heroes oJ* Concord, and Lexinglofii, 
njnid Bunker Hill, and gave birth to the nagea that 
Ulwstraled the revolutionary rouncila, wna not 
only, willing but glad to receive Virginia into n 
family nlliunco,' They wcro willing to enter into 
«n association by which they bound themselves 
■to put down insurrecliontn the Slates — by which 
thoy bound i hemscl ves to give a certain represent- 
ation for the slaves — by which they bound thera- 
Belvca 'to restore the fugitive olave. And here it 
is to be remembered, iJmt the covenants which 
they entered into the men of *hal day always kept. 
Under ihepa circumstapccs, after they invited us 
into that family alliance, I^sk if it is fair, if it ia 
rightful, if jt is honorable in'thoir descendants R) 
tJso the common Hall provided for our common 
dalifaerutiona for the |}iirpose of abusing and vitu- 
perating \i3 on account pi that very state of things 
of which they had knowledge and cognizance 
when they entered into this union ^i^ith us? I ask 
if, they are not estopped by their own deed? 

NoWf Mr. President, we hear a new -doctrine. 
We are told that the men of the present day are 
not to -be hold responsible for the men of that 
generation, which is branded by one of their 
tlescendantq with turpitude. It is- the Senator 
from Massachusetts wno says, " Is, the acknowl- 
edged turpitude of p. departed generation to be- 
come an example for us?" Thus they are not 
content with hurling accusations against us, but 
they brand with turpitude the memory of their 
jancestors who entered into those bonds by which 
they became members of the great family of 
Statep, to which Virginia, too, belongs. Sir, if I 
am to choose between Hie generation which gave 
birth to the heroes and sages of whom I have 
«poken, and' tha men who now- cast shame on 
their graves, I say, let me rather commune with 
the memories of those than walk in the living 
presence of these. If I am to "choose between 
those heroes and sages, as I said before, who en- 
tered into a covenant, to restore the fugitive slave, 
.and who kept it, and these latter-day saints, 
who, whilst they claim all the benefits of the bond 
fojr .theinsolycn, lefuse t6 execute their part of the 
compact, because tl>ey have discovered some law 
^of higher obligation, which dispenses with the 
.obligation of their oaths to support the Consti- 
tution, and discharge its duties, I say, let me 



ttsnociato with the men >vho \w\dy tlinl cov^^nunt, 
nnd kept »t,in prcfon;ii(;o>t,oihoH<! wlio urobrcuk- 
ing it. If , I am to chotnio btitMrncu tho gmfrntion 
of men who, under tho guHtanu t! of, in iuius, 
under tho wunction of lawoj, Ivaiinforn d (ho Afri- 
can from a woruo Urtk bolterconilitior), iiiid tiiosft 
who, in violatiim nf Inw and oflhe ConHf iiiuion, 
Bttsnl Rway'thc Kouthcrn hIivvc, and lionnfer hirn 
from a bctten to n v/o,r«o cnndilion.'Ict me livo 
with the first itilher than with the luKt. If wn 
have enjoyed .the. respect and nCfcclion fii' that 
goneration'which covoiod {\u- uanic of IM!iRBft^:hu- 
BctlH with glory, we may live \mdcr the uumiB of 
those who bIiIko nt Ihc vory nuiniorica uf (hoir 
fathers, bnowiue it is only through them that they 
may aim a blow at u». 

Turpitude, sit I to *a'k of the turpitude of tho 
gcnoruiion of men 'who gave to Masfsnchusoitis 
the fair inheritance of glory which some of their 
descendants ore ntrv wasting so rapidly I When 
.1 hoar such rJiarges, I pauM , before tho majesty 
of the silent shadows of those mighty dead, and 
wonder that a voice is not given to them to oponk 
to tJkose of their dcncendunta who arc thus vio- 
lating th«r engagements, trampling on their an- 
cient friendships, nnd casting shame on their 
names and graves. But, sir, why do I wonder? 
If such a voice coult^ bo evoked Irom the (omb«, 
and were it to charm ever so wisely, it would fall 
unheeded on the car of the fanatical AboHtionist. 
He will not hear Moses and thp Pjfophete; nor 
would he hear their voices, even if they could b» 
permitted to apeak to him. 

But thcso are not the only chargefl. We are 
told of the dungeon to which the pipvis matron ia 
consigned in Virginia who leaches the slave to 
read. Sir, I have «een ia the State of Virginia 
tbousnnda of slaves who could road and write; 
and if there ever was any matron, pious or other- 
\yise, who was impritioned for teaching them, I 
have yet to hear the history of the case. I have 
never known ^uch a case; I do not believe that 
oneexists. I think I have been told, that in one 
of. the States of this Union there is a law making 
it penal to keep Chri.stma3; but dees any man 
suppose such a law has evc»'been enforced within 
the last quarter of a century ? Suppose it' were 
so •.suppose some such enactments as thesechargod 
,upon Virginia were to b(» found upon dur rflatute- 
book, who are responsible for them? Are not 
those responsible who say to us, " Educate, your 
slavoat your peril; give him light and intelligence 
if you dare; and, if you do, we will make these 
.gifts the means of applying the knife to your 
throats, and the torch to your dwellings?" Are 
not these the persons who would be responsible, 
and not we, if such thingrf were to be fbund on 
the statute-book? I will say, however, not io 
them, not to those who have nothing to do with 
it, but to my countrymen in the South, that I 
believe it is our duty to remove whate^'er may 
cumber unprofitably the statute-book, whatever 
is improper or unjust; , I believe that the progress 
of light and intelligcnc!} in both races is not in- 
compatible with theinatitutionofsouthern slavery. 
I believe that we are responsible for the luippiness 
of all who are committed to our charge, wnether 
they bo white or black; and I say, let ub do right 
in Oe.fpite of tVie Abolitionist, however he may 
throw himself in the path of the improvoment of 
tiie Blave. We ore strong enough within tho 



Uinon, (ir wiiliounlif Union, to ilofcnd uui'uclvfrt, 
mill witli (li>' of I'rovidcnci! U't uh iIo fii^lii, 

diiil liMivc llii' < i)ii(;( (|\iotu;rii In ( <o(l. 'I'o liiiM avIx' 
intnuloM litn o)iiiiiiiii njioii u:i— to liim who liiut no 
rif!;lit to iiirikf iiri iii(|nii y hb to our <loincHlic, nOaii /i, 
1 Imvi^oiily l<>n:iy, " 'I'lu rc in ili(> HoiUlu'rii nlavi?; 
Ik- n))c'i>li;i Cnr i.Ih; jjiuliiuiion of n|;ivi)iy in our 
Hcc.tioii; pi ridurr to u:i tiic HiiiiK! tmiiihcr of Afi i- 
Ci\ii ji('i;;i()rM in (.M^iiiJiif^c or ollici wi.'ic, in any 
oliii-f (-(ni/iiry, wlio have irindollKi Maine j)io;!;iv;(ii» 
ill ini|)ii>v('ir;(iit. mid tlieii \vc may iu;knowlt.'d;;i.' 
y-oiir l i/ilii to i( |>r"ii'-.li w, hot, uiiiil yon do tlidi, 
wo lUi; ciilillcd lulluu- to t)u! voico of i\()]H ()l)(aioi(. 

Mr. Ilij\Ti;u llion urocccdfj U) defend Vir^iiiiiia 
from llie a/ipeniioni cast upon lici- by the Keii- 
fttor from MaH:>ac)iiiucUH, and reinaijfn upon 
what |mrt of the Ma.s.saediuHcttB rcaolutioiia— 

" ill wliicli h:!ie iMidertalcea to sit in jvidi^mont on 
a aim', here piiiidin/.^f, and not nioiely to reriiiKst 
]n;rIlepre.>.:(>iitiitivcH. and to iniUruct Iicr .'ienator«, 
liB Other State;) do, hat to "demand" t)f-UH that 
Vie. Hhoul(J cru.y out hor Jiat and execute her 
Judgment." ' 

lie, aliio, considers, rvt lonj^th, tho qnc.'jtion 
Vljctlicr the afi.-^atilt of Mr. Hiiookh upon Mr. 
SoMNKTi wa?; a breach of privilege of the Senate, 
nnd say.i, t!int, thoui^h in the outset inclined to 
think it sueli, upon mature consideration, he 
^ docs not " l)cli(!ve that, .to far ns wc arc con- 
cerned, it was a breach of priydcgc.'* In sup- 
port of thi* opinion, lie sites numerous prcce- 
divnta of American decisions sustaining his views, 
and continues: ^ 

I Bay then, sir, that, so far from being gov- 
erned by law in the course which we have taken, 
I re.spccifuUy suo-gcst that wc have departed from 
the true view of tlio power which the Constitu- 
tion has given us;, tliat we have acted upon 
the false light of precedents, whose principles 

. do no't apply to our case; and that wc have 
made a mistake in the course which we have pur- 
sued. At any rate, I will say that, surely we have 
no right to invoke the exercise of an arbitrary 
jurisdiction of any extreme discretionary power 
which may be lodged in the other House. We 
know that the free States of this Confederacy 
con-stitute a majority of it. Suppose they were 
all of them to act in the spirit of these IMassachu- 
setts resolutions; suppose they v/ere to encourage 
their Senators to insult the members from the 
slave States; suppose they were to say: " If this 
is resented, you must expei him if you can find 
two thirds to do it; and if you cannot, you 
itiust annoy him by the power of your majority 
until you make his seat intolerable to him':" — I 
ask, under audi circumstances, how long would 
it, be before there would be a di.'?soiution of such 
txn assembly I aslc, v/hat southern man would 
Le willing to sit here if he was thus to be governed 
by such, a power, exercised in such a rnanner? \ 
Mr. President, I know it may be said, on the 
Other side, is there not danger that freedom of 
speech will be ahriilgcd, if men undertake to resent 
or punish its cxecK.ses? 1 admit that evils may 

*occur on tli:it side, but not so great on that horn 
of the dilemma ns on tlii.'j; because it is always to 
be remembered that, in the otlicr alternative, the 



courtN of law are o))( n, where you niny iiue hf 
private action for daiiiiigeH, wlicre yon may indict 
for amiault, and where liio court hns power nnd 
jiiiiiidiction to piuiiidi for llie oll'cnue, in'eitlier 
peiHon or properly; «o that iheri) iti ufvAl remedy 
and a)) iinpar'ial iribuinl I'or any mteh injury, 
Uesidi H that, wi^ mutil fui iher remervilxir dial o<>« 
j man i^' nljoiii. (u> ul)l(! todiifend hiiniKdf aa -inotlier 
in to a^<;;aiI him, niul thai in (lue.li eoiiteslo llierw 
are two to hi' "■ii,";agi'd, no the )>i obal)ilily is tlial, 
in the end, no very great mi:!ci)ief can ejusue. At 
liny rale, if Heenrti did occur which wvm to be 
d<'])l()|-ei], if ev('nln did toke placft whicli were to 
be condemned, still we know lliero is not near ho 
much danger on that aide as there would bo in 
eni[)loying the aviiilrnry mid discretionary jiowcr 
of the House, vesie'l iii it only for extreirie occa- 
wioiiH, in cases wln re the judgtmail might bo at- 
tributed not HO much to the nei) so of right oo to 
sectioiml feeding, or lo party biau, 1 think llmt, 
under such circvimslnneeH as these, it in nlwuyn 
best to transfer sucli feud.s from the lloiisea' of 
Congress to the (;ourls of law — from .n tribunal 
ivhicli must of course be, to some cxtc^nt, preju- 
diced and partial, lo one which i.3 unprejudiced 
and impartial. 

I give this counsel for the sake of peace. I 
advi-e such a measure, as one wliish seenr<s to 
me to afford a solution by whic|j,wc may escape 
from soint:of iho.sc diiiicuftics thatseem to llirenten 
us with so much exasperation and strife. 1 bo- 
lievc that the meriia of the whole case may thu/i 
be reached, and thus, too, we may save ourselves 
from the agitation which, rely upon' it, is doing 
great mischief here and abroad. 1 think the Sen- 
ate ought to reverse its position. -Indeed, it would 
be but acting under the precedent in the case of 
Gunn, (a Senator who challenged a member of 
the House of Representatives,) if wc.were tovith- 
drav/ our app!ie:ttion after the apology of the 
member from South Carolina. In that case th« 
proceedings were dropped the momejit the Sen- 
ator declared his contrition for what had hap- 
pened. I believe that if tllis were done here, and 
ilie case wA'c left to the courts, we should save 
both Houses from a scene of strife and cxaspcr 
avion which every patriot and every lover of hii 
country must deplore. 

Su])pose that tivo foreign nations were mutually 
to instruct their representatives to insult and abuse 
each other: how long would peace be maintained ? 
Suppose that the members of the same family 
were to use their opportunuiea of daily inter- 
course for the purpose of mutual vituperation: 
how long would harmony exist.' Suppose that 
States which belonged to the .same Union should 
use the common hall of their deliberations for .ha 
purpose of mutual crimination and recrimination: 
now long would that Union be maintained.' Sir, 
"in the leticr which killelh" it might cnduro 
for a while, but in " the spirit which giveth life" 
it. would soon be gone and lost forever. 

Now, sir, I ask if these are- net considerations 
which should be impressed upon al,! ? Our inotii- 
tutions rest not upon parchment securities, but 
upon the broad basis of public affection. W4io 
ni)al! nu-asure the crime. of him that disturbs tlio 
I waters of : he stream of publicopiiiion which to us 
1 are tiio very \yater3 of lifc-*of iiim who troubles 
I the stream at its fountain that he may defile it 
I through the v/holo length of its course, until wo 
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Hfirn (oaihin^ Rtifny from its wutcm, Although otir 
tfilirtt tnnf 1:^ i^hnofii uiito «l4>uUi iUdfi' Sir, the 
Uiwti watt Hi* Cctnaiiiution niid tN -jrtlinnnnpm of 
mttr oomntry't to 1ibv< efftcient (V>r(*«i ntul liCo nnt) 
baiwir^WtUilit b« e(ijfrHV«'d upon th« henrtH of tho 
OnwiKirnsJo f>rol>Uici'flto thrti iimcripilon, 
wiwd h :*'1H nok be ionf Ixifrtrft tlic Iftwffivtir him*, 
wolf, in «onf»ft fll of ftXRityn mtioji, will uliivor into 
iV«j$mentt(th«4»flil)lftttt upon which thoy aro wrilton, 

In view orali ihnna cirr,umntHnc<i«, doct it not 
liehooteuK iodo noniotliing tdnppcnno this slrifo, 
■10 mtti\e those (lifflcuUiUm, 1*) nlltiy iImb hiltenicDHi' 
Who could have the hi'ni t, ni «ufth it inomcnt *b 
Ihiw, to cnj§;ngo in iho work of crimiimtion imd 
mrtimiimtion «monp«t the Stat*(H oftho C'oi>fr.dor- 
«oy ? We nil belong to the anmc f«mily,ftiii5 tho 
«h«tt»cter of th« wholo fiimily is difiparftfjcd if wo 
injure the reputation of one of its mcmberM. What 
{ifeiuniro or what profit flhouhl I derive by in- 
juring the reputation of MttHsftc.husettH? by dim - 
Ifting th» hiBt«r of Jior rovolutionrtry glory f by 
tnking alcaf iVom ihitt chapletof immoriftl flownvs 
^th which who is crowned ? Sir, so fnr as I nm 
«<»ncemed, mjUcad of luking one stone fronn the 
Rjnker Hilr monument, I would add nnolhur to 
it. Let it tower to the ekiea, bearing upwards 
(fom earth to heaven whatever meesago "of love 
and adniiratii>nj!>ifiy be trAnsmittcd from tho liv- 
ine to'lhe dead\ Let it stand tiirough the flight 
of agcB, and carry down tho etory of those men 
lUttd ihcir deeds to the last eyliaWe of recorded 
time. I will raise no sacrilegious hand against a 
mingle utonc'on tliHt altar; and if there b'eany who 
has a heart for yuch a deed, he can find no sym- 
pSkihy from me. ■■■ 

Who can have the dispositior. to disparage the 
reputation and the militftry glory of any of the 
Old Thirteen ? If there be any man who can have 
a heart for such a work, he can have but little 
"feeling in common with me. I will hot aid in such 
ft Worlt. What maicrialss are these tiiat we are 
collecting for history? 'What weapons are wc 
filAcitig; in the hands of those who wisii wsill, and 



who dt'lij^ht in evory opportunity to diBf>*r<iij»« 
ou^n^[vr» Hnd our inHtitutiftnn? 

Mr. Prcnident, it hi\« been anid hy wine and 
fcood luen, " fr.ive vm jii^nre abtoiid." I »)fmpi»* 
ihizc will* tlifjm in that winli-, but it mny net 
alwayN bo in our (lower ?(i nfcure ilint, peace. U 
n1l^y rt^aiure tho will oCnttothi rni) well an of out- 
BolvcM; l>ut I nay, p;ivn ua v/h,-ii. we eiui flecufo if 
wo rhnoN'i — give us peace nt liome, Wi.' wn»U its 
ofniorKuiiiies to worlt out odr ileoliny, and to 
crow I) ,vith thoRlory ot"micoi'<iMtlir niont wondorflil 
exprriini'iit inhuninn hnppini'u:i iliuiluuaeverUwn 
nttrmpled in the hiniory of inm>. Wo must have 
peace e,i home if wo wouM wi«h to inn])ire either 
f';ar or refi|)iM",t abroad. Ifs iln^re nolliiiig in tlve 
condition of things nroutid \ui-— ifj there nothing in 
the condition of thiii,'^n nl)rnnd, to induce us to do 
nomrthitig to conip(uie thefuf differences, to allay 
this excitement, to settle tiiefie i'cuda? Can an'y 
mlvn reconcile il to hi« confra/'iice to feed hight!»« 
hot fireo of Beclional strife on such an occasion aa 
this Aro the doora of our Chrtmber, arc th» 
dof)rs of the Cougrocs of the United States, lika 
thorjc of tl\e t<!mp!e of Jvnus, to be opened only 
for war, for civil war, for domeBtic at rife.' or may 
w^ not rather close them upon flueh sccnea, or 
else open tiMun to wend forth once more the m_c»^ 
sngo of peace and good will, and to proclaim 
throughout the land a Vow to dnvotc ourselves to 
the common good of a common country, mid to 
bury, as far as we can, the recollection of thcw 
unhappy disputes ? 

Mr. Proaidcnt, I do believe that the time has 
arrived w Vn we should look at tho state of 
circum.slances around us, cooliy and dispassion- 
ately, and when evgrv man should come to th» 
settlement of these differences witli the will to 
sacrifice much of feeling, anything of the pride of 
opinion, evcrythingthat he can, consistently with 
duty 'ami conscience, to settle and <juict> them. 
Senators, I say to you that you hold in your 
hands the Lssues of life and /death to this mighty 
ilepublic, to this^reat Union. On your souls, 1 
charge you to take heed how you deal with thfim. 
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